
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

MASSES 
Saturday 5 pm  (Sunday Vigil) 
Sunday 8:30 am,11 am & 6 pm 
Weekdays
8:30 am (Mon. through Fri. ) 
OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Friday  9:00 am - 4:30 pm 
Lunch:  1:00 pm—1:30 pm 

Pastor  
Rev. Ernest Biriruka 

Office Staff 
Francy Gonzalez-Rojas 
Kathryn Cabrisas
Judy Fisher

Director of Music 
Peter J. Manfredi, Jr. 
(954) 868-6137 

Vocalist 
Cathy Spitzer 

Facilities
Patricio Diaz-Pizarro 
Pastoral Council 
Nancy Adams  
Mauricio  Bautista 
Judy Fisher 
Rosemary Guerin 
John Mann, III 
Johnny Mann, Jr. 
Sandi Mann 
Ed Rebholz 

Mission Statement

We, the family of St. Sebastian 
Parish, are a stewardship parish, 
sharing God’s Gifts. We are the 
hands and feet of Christ on 
Earth. In union with the Universal 
Roman Catholic Church, we en-
deavor to become a prayerful 
and  unified community deeply 
committed to Jesus Christ, and  
loving service in His name. We 
hope to be a welcoming,  caring 
and friendly Parish Family,  
wherein the gifts and talents of all 
- young and old - are recognized, 
nurtured and used to build the 
Kingdom of God in the world. 
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THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Is arranged by appointment. Please 
call the office.

THE SACRAMENT OF 
RECONCILIATION (Confession) 
4:00-4:45 pm on Saturday, or by 
appointment.

THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK
Please call the office as soon as 
anyone is seriously ill.

THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 
Please contact the office at least six 
months in advance of the proposed  
wedding date.

PARISH REGISTRATION                         
If you haven’t registered yet  as a 
parishioner of St. Sebastian, we 
invite  you to do so in order to be 
recognized as a member of our 
parish.

You can find the registration form 
in the church, at the office, or 
online. 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

Takes place in our Chapel of the 
Divine Healer on Fridays after 
morning Mass until 5:00 pm.

We still need adorers of the Ho-
ly   Eucharist for the following 
times: 1-2 pm, 2-3 pm & 3-4 pm.

Please contact the office if you 
are able to come to any of those 
hours.



FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK:   THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT : THE GAUDETE SUNDAY

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. Indeed, the Lord is near” (Phil 4: 4-5) 

This verse was chosen by Mother Church as the entrance antiphon on the third Sunday of Avent to express 

our joy because the Savior is near.

When the Savior comes, marvelous things will happen. Isaiah uses again those ‘messianic images’ such as 

the desert that will be filled with water and flourish with flowers, trees and crops. Miracles will also happen: the 
mute will not only speak but sing, the blind will see, the deaf will hear, the lame will walk jumping like a stag. 

So: “Be strong, fear not”!

Those messianic signs were fulfilled through the miracles that Jesus performed when he came, and that is 

why he could refer to them in his answer to John the Baptist: ‘Tell John what you hear and see: the blind re-

gain their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have the 

good news proclaimed to them.” (Mt 11: 5).  Yes, John the Baptist announced Him and now Jesus confirms to 

him that he is the one. “And blessed is the one who takes no offence at him”. (Mt 11:6)

When we look at those messianic signs, we know that they indicate how God comes to save humankind, ulti-

mately saving humankind from sin and death.  We live in a world damaged by errors and lies. Science and 

technology seem to bring all the happiness to humanity, but they are limited. We are invited to rejoice in this 

world full wars and conflicts. We know about illnesses, terminal cancers, and other incurable diseases. We 

know that somewhere in the world people are dying of hunger, and living in extreme poverty. So, can we re-

joice? How about those who are socially oppressed and excluded? How about those with serious family is-

sues of divisions and hatred? How about those who mourn the tragic loss of their loved ones through accident 

or senseless shootings? Yes, to all of us no matter our situation we get the same invitation: Rejoice in the 

Lord always.’ 

‘The joy in the Lord is our strength’, says Nehemiah (Ne 8:10). We cannot think: ’I will rejoice only when my 

problems are resolved’, it is impossible. Neither is the joy in the Lord that kind of naïve and artificial joy: it is 

not fake joy like when we do not want other people to notice our suffering. The real joy is a gift of the Lord, 
even among the worse difficulties: “I have told this so that my own joy may be with you and that your joy may 

be complete.”  (Jn 15: 11). The joy in the Lord is an expression of our Hope in the Lord because we have faith 

that He is with us, and that things will work out positively for our salvation.

‘If God is with us, who will be against us? (Rm 8:31). This one man was told that the coming storm was going 

to be catastrophic, so he replied: “Do not tell me how big the storm is, tell the storm how strong my God is!” (not 

sure of source). In addition, our vocation as believers in Jesus Christ is to bring that joy and hope to our 

world. Like the angel in Bethlehem, he told the shepherds: “Do not be afraid. Look, I bring you news of great 

joy, a joy to be shared by the whole people”. (Lk 2:10). It is very important that we share that joy with other 

people. When I look at commercials announcing company products on TV, they seem so happy and confident 

about their messages. And those are only about material products. How about us? Are we going to look 

gloomy when we bear the Good News of salvation of the whole humanity? No, we will be joyful. In face of 

problems of all kinds that humanity is battling, we are bearers of hope. We have to tell the good news. We 

have to bring joy and a smile on faces. ‘Do not be afraid… I bring you news of great joy’. Gaudete in Domino 
semper!!!

Father Ernest

Let us make an effort to attend Mass during the week! 



Suzanne Plum, Gail Mills,  Don Loughran, Jr., John Harris, 
Stephen Black, Alvaro Arevalo, Paul Ristow, Matt Keysers, 
Judy Flood, Sister Frances Voss, O.S.C., Rob Messerschmidt, 
Anne McCormick, Ray Wicklander, Kathy Mahoney, Linda 
Spitzer, Blake-Leigh Riley, Melissa Mirabile, Marge Mitchell, 
Rasoul Karimi, Jean Gorman, Ed Kidd, Mary Beth Vogler, Joel 
Rivera,  Fred Zagone S.J., Anthony Cotilus, Mark Bromage, 
Jonathan Hughes, Donato Montanaro, William Hirsch,  Gary 
Demberg,  Bill Fuccillo, Lawrence Biondi  S.J., Angela 
Cowherd, Michael Fisher, Sean Ennis, Danielle Barisch, 
Deborah Castillo, Georgianna Eschen, Ruth McKelvie, Cathy 
Day, Ted Day, Mona Terry, Bill Loughran, Bill Poulson, Douglas 
Ham, Taylor Ellis. Monica Albelo, James Lauber.
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REMEMBER THE SICK

Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/StsebastianFL 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST  
Conditions to receive the Eucharist

 Be a practicing Catholic and without mortal sin.

 Must confess mortal sins before receiving.

 Divorced who are single can receive.

 Those in a civil marriage or cohabitating cannot receive until 
they are married in the Church. 

 Note: For any question or to begin the annulment process for 
a previous marriage, please contact the Pastor. 

“...Whatever you did for one of the least of these 
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” (Matt. 
25:35,40).

These words of Jesus can be seen as relevant to our 
current times.

How much food do you have in your pantry, or counter-
tops that will expire, or you’ll throw out after losing your 

appetite for it. Through our weekly contributions of non-perishable food and 
hygiene items to the needy of Fort Lauderdale, we respond to Jesus.  “To 
care is to share.” PLEASE REMEMBER— in addition to food  and hygiene 
items, the Pantry needs plastic grocery bags for food distribution, and emp-
ty clean egg cartons for 12 eggs. You can also place these items in the 
shopping carts.  If you know of anyone in need, please tell them that a drive 
thru grocery distribution takes place every Friday from 1:30-4:00 PM at 
Blessed Sacrament Church, and closes at 3:15 PM. The Food Bank is  
currently in special need of canned meat, fish or similar protein items.

First time must provide proof of residency in Broward County.

THANK YOU! Your donations are greatly  appreciated! 

PARISH EVENTS AND DATES  

Mass Intentions  A PRAYER FOR  VOCATIONS
Lord Jesus Christ, we pray for the 
men and women that you have called 
to discern the calling to priesthood 
and religious life. We pray  for  your 
continued blessing on our Archdio-
cese of Miami and on all our families. 
Call forth  more  women  and  men of   

generous spirit and fervent love whom you desire for this holy 
work. We make this prayer in Jesus’ name,                  
Amen. 

RCIA and FAITH FORMATION 

Next class will  be on Wednesday,            
December 17,  2025, at 6:00 p.m.      

In the Parish Hall. 

Classes are  held on the first and third 
Wednesday of each month for adults who 
wish to become Catholic, and  for adults who 

are   baptized Catholic but have not received Communion 
and/or Confirmation.

SATURDAY DECEMBER  13

5:00 pm               † Joan Fuccillo, by Family
† Hubertus Recktenwald, by Donald Bourke

SUNDAY          DECEMBER  14    THIRD SUNDAY OF   
                                               ADVENT— JOY               

8:30 am              † Philip McNally, by Greg and Beth McGowan
                                 Wellbeing of Rich Stockinger, 
                                 by Carolyn Kervin

11:00 am † Living & Deceased Members of our Parish
Wedding Anniversary of Sandi and Johnny Mann             

6:00 pm                 Wellbeing of Juanina and Laurencio’s Family,   
           by Joseph and .Jennifer Borba 

MONDAY DECEMBER  15   

8:30 am               Birthday Blessings of Lawerence Biondi S.J.

                by Anna Marie Pierotti

                             Wellbeing of Ann Murry, by Judy Fisher

Wellbeing of Pablo Lopez, by  Grace Middlmiss

TUESDAY DECEMBER 16   ADVENT CONFESSIONS   

8:30 am              † Msgr. James Fetscher 

Wellbeing of Greg Bennett, 

                                 by  Grace Middlemiss

WEDNESDAY    DECEMBER 17   

 8:30 am              † Rev. Michael Reilly  

THURSDAY     DECEMBER 18        

8:30 am               † Bill Kendrick, by The Rebholz Family

FRIDAY DECEMBER 19 

8:30 am             † Mary-Lou Mann, by Elizabeth Wienski
                               Birthday Blessings of Donovan Sweeney, 
                               by Joseph and Jennifer Borba

SAVE the DATE 
 Ministry Fair  - January 10 & 11

 Saint Sebastian Feast  - January 20

 Men’s Club, Italian Dinner  - January 23

 Trinkets and Treasures  - February 6, 7 & 8

 Annual Luncheon at Coral Ridge Yacht Club 
March 21, 2025



THANK YOU 

FOR YOUR DONATION

You may use this         
 QR code to    

donate to our 
Parish 

FOR BETTER  PARTICIPATION IN THE MASS   

With your smart phone or computer, you can find Daily 

Mass Readings and Prayers easily.  Search for: Daily 

Bible Readings:  UCCB or WWW.USCCB.ORG   For Pray-

ers, go to Mass Prayer or Order of Mass.  USCCB, 

stands for US Conference of Catholic Bishops.                                    
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LET’S PRAY THE ROSARY

We invite everyone to join us in pray-
ing the Rosary,  Monday - Friday, at 
7:50 am, before 
daily Mass, in the 
main Church. 

A Rosary a day 
keeps the devil 
away.  

Fr. Ernest

BIBLE SHARING 

Join us for Scripture sharing every 
Thursday in the Parish Hall from 9:15 to 
10:30 am.

We are sharing The Acts of the  Apostles. 
With the help of Fr. Ernest.

You may  also join us online by dialing 848
-777-1212; when prompted, put in 
1431434#.

For more information, 
please  
contact Miriam Rivas  
at 954-673-1522

SANDWICH MINISTRY

Hello Everyone,
Just a little reminder that we will be meeting on 
Saturday, December 20th in the Parish Hall at 
8:30 AM to make sandwiches.
Thank you for keeping our Ministry going.  I 
know that some of you will be traveling for the 
Christmas holidays.  If you are,
I wish you the happiest of holidays and safe 
travels.  For those of you who will be in town, 
please let me know if you plan to
be there on the 20th.
Thank you all and BLESS YOU!!

Children’s CHRISTMAS 
Collection

To help children in need to 
have a  Joyful Christmas  
Celebration.
Please donate :

Toys, games, school supplies,  
children's Bibles! 
New items, please!

Thank you very much!

We would like 
to ask each 
Parishioner to 
please make a 
Christmas Gift 
to our Parish.

Our Goal is 
$150,000 like 
last  year.

As  you know, 
our Parish fac-
es many re-
pairs and 
needs to build 
up its financial

stability.

Thank you 
very much!
Fr. Ernest

ST. SEBASTIAN  CHURCH 
HOLIDAY SCHEDULE

December 16, Tuesday at 
6:00 PM, Parish Confessions

December 24  Wednesday, 
Mass at 8:30 AM        
Christmas Carols at 
4:30PM, Christmas Eve 
Mass at 5:00 PM

December 25 Christmas 
Day, Masses at 8:30 & 
11:00 AM.

Parish Office closed Decem-
ber 25, 26, and January 1st

January 1st  Holy Day of 
Obligation, Holy Mary 
Mother of God, Mass at 
11:00 AM

We extend our sincere thanks and 
appreciation to everyone involved 
in making the Christmas Gala a 
beautiful Celebration. We are very 
grateful for the  organizers Sandi 
and Johnny Mann, and their 
teams, the SSCCW and the Men’s 
Club, the Parish Council, the    
underwriters, the donors for the 
Silent Auction  and all the 
volunteers and attendees.

Thank you so much for making 
our Parish Vibrant!.


