SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DECEMBER 7 2025

St. Sebastian Catholic Parish in Fort Lauderdale, Inc. 954)524-9344

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Is arranged by appointment. Please
call the office.

THE SACRAMENT OF
RECONCILIATION (Confession) 4:00-
4:45 pm on Saturday, or by
appointment.

THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK
Please call the office as soon as
anyone is seriously ill.

THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY
Please contact the office at least six
months in advance of the proposed
wedding date.

PARISH REGISTRATION

If you haven't registered yet as a
parishioner of St. Sebastian, we invite
you to do so in order to be recognized
as a member of our parish.

You can find the registration form in the
church, at the office, or online.

_I_

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

Takes place in our Chapel of the Divine
Healer on Fridays after morning Mass
until 5:00 pm.

We still need adorers of the Holy
Eucharist for the following times: 1-2
pm, 2-3 pm & 3-4 pm.

Please contact the office if you are able to
come to any of those hours.

Thank you!

MASSES

Saturday 5 pm (Sunday Vigil)
Sunday 8:30 am,11 am & 6 pm
Weekdays

8:30 am (Mon. through Fri. )

OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday 9:00 am - 4:30 pm

Lunch: 1:00 pm—1:30 pm

Pastor
Rev. Ernest Biriruka

Office Staff

Francy Gonzalez-Rojas
Kathryn Cabrisas

Judy Fisher

Director of Music
Peter J. Manfredi, Jr.
(954) 868-6137

Vocalist
Cathy Spitzer

Facilities

Patricio Diaz-Pizarro_
Pastoral Council
Nancy Adams
Mauricio Bautista
Judy Fisher
Rosemary Guerin
John Mann, Il
Johnny Mann, Jr.
Sandi Mann

Ed Rebholz

Mission Statement

We, the family of St. Sebastian Par-
ish, are a stewardship parish, shar-
ing God’s Gifts. We are the hands
and feet of Christ on Earth. In union
with the Universal Roman Catholic
Church, we endeavor to become a
prayerful and unified community
deeply committed to Jesus Christ,
and loving service in His name. We
hope to be a welcoming, caring and
friendly Parish Family, wherein the
gifts and talents of all - young and
old - are recognized, nurtured and
used to build the Kingdom of God in
the world.

2000 Marietta Drive (S.E. 25th Ave.)

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316

info@stsebastianfl.org




FROM THE PASTOR'’S DESK: SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 12 -07-2025

PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD, MAKE STRAIGHT HIS PATHS

This is a familiar message in the Advent Season as we know how John the Baptist was calling upon God'’s people
to prepare the way for the Messiah. The first reading from Isaiah 11, describes in an excellent way who the Messi-
ah will be: a descendent of Jesse, the father of David. On him will be the Spirit of the Lord and he will be able to
bring justice and peace in the land:

“Not by appearance shall he judge, nor by hearsay shall he decide, but he shall judge the poor with justice, and
decide aright for the land’s afflicted. He shall strike the ruthless with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his
lips he shall slay the wicked. Justice shall be the band around his waist.” (Is. 11: 3-5).

And then there will be peace, which Isaiah expressed by images of animals which do not usually mingle; they will
be able to live together, such as the wolf and the lamb, the calf and the lion, etc. This indicates how things are go-
ing to change positively when the Messiah, the Savior, comes in our midst.

It is very easy for us to imagine what God’s presence will change in our society: Only God will be able to change
those atheists who deny him. And these atheists are not only those who profess to be so, but also those who are
entrenched in their materialism and egotistic views and think of nobody else. We need the Messiah in our land to
help us produce the fruits of our conversion: for instance, to convince the people that abortion is not a solution, but
murder of the defenseless, that changing sex is contrary to God’s design and creation and will bring terrible suffer-
ings to those who practice it; that true freedom is in authentic love of God and neighbor and not in xenophobia and
brutality with which we are treating the immigrants and those who are different from us. We need a Messiah to
show us that Truth is only way to true solutions instead of moving from lie to lie, and the Truth will overcome those
lies sooner than later. In this land, materialism invades all areas of our lives, but the Messiah shows that his Holy
Spirit will give us the gifts we need for our happiness: that Spirit of wisdom and understanding, of counsel and
strength, of knowledge and fear of the Lord. That Spirit leads the Church until all is fulfilled.

The Advent is a season of hope, that all things are possible with God. When we look at our society and
our world, we can be skeptical or even pessimistic because of so many injustices and situations that
seem to be with no solution in sight. Saint Paul says that...

“By endurance and by the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope”. (Rom 15:4). So, the hope we
bear in our hearts should lead us to give hope to the world around us, because the King of Peace and Justice not
only has come, but will come again and renew his presence among us and save us; he will renew our society as
well. We can sing with psalm 72: 4...7

“Justice shall flourish in his time and fulness of peace forever”
“He shall govern your people with justice and your afflicted ones with judgement.
Justice shall flower in his days and profound peace, till the moon be no more”.

So, let us prepare the way for the Lord: John the Baptist insisted on this not with mere words or wishful thoughts.
“Produce good fruit as evidence of your repentance.” We can produce good fruits by inviting our family members,
friends and neighbors to come back to God. Yes, works of charity; improvements in our prayer life. The preparation
includes also confessing our sins through the Sacrament of Penance or forgiveness of God. Make no mistake, no-
body forgives oneself of one’s sins without God’s help, and that help is in the Sacrament of Confession. “Produce
good fruit as evidence of your repentance”.

Father Ernest

Let us matie an effont to attend Mass during the week!




SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT - PEACE DECEMBER 7,

Mass Intentions

SATURDAY DECEMBERG6

5:00 pm T Joan Fuccillo, by Family
T Dick Reed, by Wife Connie
T Isaias Farfan, by Gloria Casas

SUNDAY DECEMBER 7 SECOND SUNDAY OF
ADVENT— PEACE

8:30 am T Dolores Hesse Fink, by Husband Jack
In Thanksgiving to God, by Maher Family

11:00 am T Living Deceased Members of our Parish
6:00 pm T Brad Leal, by Joseph and Jennifer Borba

MONDAY DECEMBER 8
The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary

A PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS

Lord Jesus Christ, we pray for the
men and women that you have called
to discern the calling to priesthood
and religious life. We pray for your
continued blessing on our Archdio-
cese of Miami and on all our families.
Call forth more women and men of

generous spirit and fervent love whom you desire for this holy

work. We make this prayer in Jesus’ name,

Amen.

RCIA and FAITH FORMATION

Next class will be on Wednesday,
December 17, 2025, at 6:00 p.m.
In the Parish Hall.

Classes are held on the first and third
Wednesday of each month for adults who wish to
become Catholic, and for adults who are baptized
Catholic but have not received Communion and/or
Confirmation.

8:30 am t Mary-Lou Mann, by Elizabeth Wienski
T Ossi Pierotti, by Anna Marie Perotti
6:00 pm T Sister Mary Rowley S.C., by Abernethy Family
TUESDAY DECEMBER 9 Saint Juan Diego
8:30 am T Mary-Lou Mann, by Elizabeth Wienski

t Grace and Murray Toomey,
by Helen and Mary Louse Toomey

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 10 Our Lady of Loreto

8:30 am T Mary-Lou Mann, by Elizabeth Wienski

THE HOLY EUCHARIST

Conditions to receive the Eucharist

Be a practicing Catholic and without mortal sin.

Must confess mortal sins before receiving.

Divorced who are single can receive.

Those in a civil marriage or cohabitating cannot receive until
they are married in the Church.

e Note: For any question or to begin the annulment process for
a previous marriage, please contact the Pastor.

Birthday Blessing of Miguel Rojas, by Family

THURSDAY DECEMBER 11 Saint Damasus |, Pope

8:30 am T Rev. Charles Peterman
FRIDAY DECEMBER 12 Our Lady of Guadalupe
8:30 am T Mary-Lou Mann, by Elizabeth Wienski

REMEMBER THE SICK

Suzanne Plum, Gail Mills, Don Loughran, Jr., John Harris,
Stephen Black, Alvaro Arevalo, Paul Ristow, Matt Keysers, Judy
Flood, Sister Frances Voss, 0.S.C., Rob Messerschmidt, Anne
McCormick, Ray Wicklander, Kathy Mahoney, Linda Spitzer,
Blake-Leigh Riley, Melissa Mirabile, Marge Mitchell, Rasoul
Karimi, Jean Gorman, Ed Kidd, Mary Beth Vogler, Joel Rivera,
Fred Zagone S.J., Anthony Cotilus, Mark Bromage, Jonathan
Hughes, Donato Montanaro, William Hirsch, Gary Demberg, Bill
Fuccillo, Lawrence Biondi S.J., Angela Cowherd, Michael Fisher,
Sean Ennis, Danielle Barisch, Deborah Castillo, Georgianna
Eschen, Ruth McKelvie, Cathy Day, Ted Day, Mona Terry, Bill
Loughran, Bill Poulson, Douglas Ham, Taylor Ellis. Monica
Albelo, James Lauber.

“...Whatever you did for one of the least
of these brothers and sisters of mine,
you did for me.” (Matt. 25:35,40).

These words of Jesus can be seen as
relevant to our current times.

How much food do you have in your

pantry, or countertops that will expire,
or you'll throw out after losing your appetite for it.
Through our weekly contributions of non-perishable
food and hygiene items to the needy of Fort Lauder-
dale, we respond to Jesus. “To care is to share.”
PLEASE REMEMBER— in addition to food and
hygiene items, the Pantry needs plastic grocery
bags for food distribution, and empty clean egg
cartons for 12 eggs. You can also place these
items in the shopping carts. If you know of anyone
in need, please tell them that a drive thru grocery
distribution takes place every Friday from 1:30-4:00
PM at Blessed Sacrament Church, and closes at
3:15 PM. The Food Bank is currently in special
need of canned meat, fish or similar protein items.

First time must provide proof of residency in
Broward County.

THANK YOU! Your donations are greatly
appreciated! | PARISH EVENTS AND DATES |

Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/StsebastianFL




SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
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Children’s CHRISTMAS Collection

To help children in need to have a
Joyful Christmas Celebration.
Please donate:
Toys, games, school supplies,
children’s Bibles! New items,
please!
Thank you very much!

We would like to ask
each Parishioner to
please make a
Christmas Gift to our
Parish.

Our Goal is $150,000
like last year.

As you know, our
Parish faces many
repairs and needs to
build up its financial
stability.

Thank you very
much!

Fr. Ernest

BIBLE SHARING

Join us for Scripture sharing every
Thursday in the Parish Hall from 9:15 to
10:30 am.

We are sharing The Acts of the Apos-
tles. With the help of Fr. Ernest.

You may also join us online by dialing 848
-777-1212; when prompted, put in
1431434#.

For more information,

please

contact Miriam Rivas

at 954-673-1522

LET’S PRAY THE ROSARY

We invite everyone to join us in
praying the Rosary, Monday -
Friday, at 7:50 am, before daily
Mass, in the main Church.

(A Rosary a day
keeps the devil
away).

Fr. Ernest

SUNDAY DONUTS & COFFEE
RETURN

Coffee and Donuts are back after
the 8:30 AM Sunday Mass.
We encourage those who
attend the 11:00 AM

Mass to come early so
Parishioners from both

Masses can mingle and
further develop our

Catholic community.

THANK YOU
FOR YOUR DONATION

You may use this
QR code to
donate to our Parish

-

FOR BETTER PARTICIPATION IN THE MASS

With your smart phone or computer, you can find
Daily Mass Readings and Prayers easily. Search
for: Daily Bible Readings: WWW.USCCB.ORG

Bishops.

For Prayers, go to Mass Prayer or Order of Mass.

USCCB, stands for US Conference of Catholic




