
THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

MASSES 
Saturday 5 pm  (Sunday Vigil) 
Sunday 8:30 am,11 am & 6 pm 
Weekdays
8:30 am (Mon. through Fri. ) 
OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Friday  9:00 am - 4:30 pm 
Lunch:  1:00 pm—1:30 pm 

Pastor
Rev. Ernest Biriruka 

Office Staff 
Francy Gonzalez-Rojas 
Kathryn Cabrisas
Judy Fisher

Director of Music 
Peter J. Manfredi, Jr. 
(954) 868-6137 

Vocalist 
Cathy Spitzer 

Facilities
Patricio Diaz-Pizarro 
Pastoral Council 
Nancy Adams  
Mauricio  Bautista 
Judy Fisher 
Rosemary Guerin 
John Mann, III 
Johnny Mann, Jr. 
Sandi Mann 
Ed Rebholz 

Mission Statement

We, the family of St. Sebastian Par-
ish, are a stewardship parish, shar-
ing God’s Gifts. We are the hands 
and feet of Christ on Earth. In union 
with the Universal Roman Catholic 
Church, we endeavor to become a 
prayerful and  unified community 
deeply committed to Jesus Christ, 
and  loving service in His name. We 
hope to be a welcoming,  caring and 
friendly Parish Family,  wherein the 
gifts and talents of all - young and 
old - are recognized, nurtured and 
used to build the Kingdom of God in 
the world. 

2000 Marietta Drive (S.E. 25th Ave.)     Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316      info@stsebastianfl.org  

NOVEMBER 16, 2025  

  St. Sebastian Catholic Parish  in Fort Lauderdale, Inc.  (954)524-9344

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Is arranged by appointment. Please 
call the office. 

THE SACRAMENT OF 
RECONCILIATION (Confession) 4:00-
4:45 pm on Saturday, or by 
appointment. 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK         
Please call the office as soon as 
anyone is seriously ill. 

THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY  
Please contact the office at least six 
months in advance of the proposed  
wedding date. 

PARISH REGISTRATION                          
If you haven’t registered yet  as a 
parishioner of St. Sebastian, we invite  
you to do so in order to be recognized 
as a member of our parish. 

You can find the registration form in the 
church, at the office, or online.  

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

Takes place in our Chapel of the Divine 
Healer on Fridays after morning Mass 

until 5:00 pm.

We still need adorers of the Holy   
Eucharist for the following times: 1-2 
pm, 2-3 pm & 3-4 pm.

Please contact the office if you are able to 
come to any of those hours.

Thank you!



FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK:       THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  11-16-2025 

ON HEAVEN  AND EARTH BY POPE BENEDICT XVI

AN EXTRACT FROM FAITH AND POLITICS  Page 149-151, Chapter IV, Art. E

Closing Reflection: Heaven and Earth

“This gives a new importance to a Christian doctrine of which little was heard in the twentieth century. It is 

expressed in Paul’s words:  “Our commonwealth is in heaven” (Phil 3:20). The New Testament affirms this 

conviction with great emphasis. It understands the city in heaven, not merely as an ideal reality, but  as a 

completely real affair. The new homeland toward which we are journeying is the interior criterion that gov-

erns our life and the hope that sustains us in the present day.  The New Testament writers know that this city 

already exists and that we already belong to it, even if we are still en route.  The Letter to the Hebrews ex-

presses this idea with particular urgency: “Here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city which is to 

come” (13:14). The Author writes about the presence of this city, which is an effective reality even now: “You 

have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem” (12:22). Accordingly, we 

may say of Christians what was once said of the patriarchs of Israel: they are foreigners and resident aliens, 

since their whole effort tend toward their future  fatherland (11:13-16).

For a long time now, Christians have tended to avoid quoting these texts, since they appear to alienate man 

from the earth and prevent him from fulfilling his innerworldly task, which is also a political task.   Nietzsche 

called out, over a hundred years ago: “Brothers, remain faithful to the earth!” And the mighty Marxist tendency 

that was hammered into us held that time devoted to heaven is time wasted. Bertold Brecht said we should 

leave heaven to sparrows, while ourselves take care of the earth and make it a place where we can live.

In reality, it is precisely this “eschatological” attitude that guarantees the state its own rights while simulta-

neously  resisting absolutism by indicating the boundaries both of the state and of the Church in the world. 

Where this fundamental attitude prevails, the Church knows that she cannot be a state here on earth, for 

she is aware that the definitive state lies elsewhere, and that she cannot set up the city of God on earth. 

She respects the earthly state as an institution belonging to historical time, with rights and laws that the 

Church recognizes. This is why she demands loyalty and collaboration with the earthly state, even when 

this is not Christian state (Rom 13 1; I Pet 2:13-17; 1 Tim 2:2). By demanding both loyal cooperation with 

the state and respect for its specific nature and its limitations, the Church provides an education in those 

virtues that allow a state to become good. At the same time, she puts up a barrier against the omnipo-

tence of the state. Because one “must obey God rather than men” (Acts 5;29), and because the Church 

has learned from the Word of God what is good and what is evil, she sounds the cry for resistance     

wherever the state might demand something genuinely evil and opposed to God.

The fact that Christians are journeying toward the other city does not alienate them.  In reality, it is this that  

allows us to be healthy and our states to be healthy.  For if men have nothing more to expect than what this 

world offers them, and if they may and must demand all this from the state, they destroy both their own selves 

and every human society. If we do not want to get entangled anew in the tentacles of  totalitarianism, we must 

look beyond the state, which is only one part, not the totality.

There is no antithesis between hope for heaven and loyalty to the earth, since this hope is also hope for 

the earth. While we hope for something greater and definitive, we Christians may and must bring hope  

into that which is transitory, into the world of our states.”

Let us make an effort to attend Mass during the week! 



Suzanne Plum, Gail Mills,  Don Loughran, Jr., John Harris, 
Stephen Black, Alvaro Arevalo, Paul Ristow, Matt Keysers, Judy 
Flood, Sister Frances Voss, O.S.C., Rob Messerschmidt, Anne 
McCormick, Ray Wicklander, Kathy Mahoney, Linda Spitzer, 
Blake-Leigh Riley, Melissa Mirabile, Marge Mitchell, Rasoul 
Karimi, Jean Gorman, Ed Kidd, Mary Beth Vogler, Joel Rivera,  
Fred Zagone S.J., Anthony Cotilus, Mark Bromage, Jonathan 
Hughes, Donato Montanaro, William Hirsch,  Gary Demberg,  Bill 
Fuccillo, Lawrence Biondi  S.J., Angela Cowherd, Michael Fisher, 
Sean Ennis, Danielle Barisch, Deborah Castillo, Georgianna 
Eschen, Ruth McKelvie, Cathy Day, Ted Day, Mona Terry, Bill 
Loughran, Bill Poulson, Douglas Ham, Taylor Ellis. Monica Albelo 
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REMEMBER THE SICK

Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/StsebastianFL 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST  
Conditions to receive the Eucharist

 Be a practicing Catholic and without mortal sin.

 Must confess mortal sins before receiving.

 Divorced who are single can receive.

 Those in a civil marriage or cohabitating cannot receive until 
they are married in the Church. 

 Note: For any question or to begin the annulment process for 
a previous marriage, please contact the Pastor. 

“...Whatever you did for one of the least 
of these brothers and sisters of mine, 
you did for me.” (Matt. 25:35,40).

PLEASE REMEMBER— in addi�on to food  
and hygiene items, the Pantry needs plas�c 
grocery bags for food distribu�on, and empty 
clean egg cartons for 12 eggs. You can also 
place these items in the shopping carts.  If you 

know of anyone in need, please tell them that a drive thru gro-
cery distribu�on takes place every Friday from 1:30-4:00 PM at 
Blessed Sacrament Church, and closes at 3:15 PM.  The Food 
Bank is currently in special need of Thanksgiving related items as 
your food dona�ons this month, i.e. stuffing mix, potato pack-
ages, canned yams, cranberry sauce, turkey gravy, canned 
pumpkin, etc.— preferably one pound or less and no glass.

First time must provide proof of residency in Broward 
County.
Thank you! Your donations are greatly appreciated!

St. Vincent de Paul report for October (5 Fridays)

served 1110 clients representing 3616 individuals. 
Each month, Mass is celebrated for the past and present 
benefactors. The next Mass will be on Wednesday,            
November 12, at 8:00 AM at Blessed Sacrament Church. 
We wish each of you and your families a blessed   Thanks-
giving – we all have so much to be grateful for!

PARISH EVENTS AND DATES  

Mass Intentions  A PRAYER FOR  VOCATIONS 
Lord Jesus Christ, we pray for the 
men and women that you have called 
to discern the calling to priesthood 
and religious life. We pray  for  your 
continued blessing on our Archdio-
cese of Miami and on all our families. 
Call forth  more  women  and  men of   

generous spirit and fervent love whom you desire for this holy 
work. We make this prayer in Jesus’ name,                  
Amen. 

RCIA and FAITH FORMATION 

Next class will  be on Wednesday,            
November  19th, 2025, at 6:00 p.m.               

In the Parish Hall. 

Classes are  held on the first Monday 
and third Wednesday of each month for adults who 
wish to become Catholic, and  for adults who are   
baptized Catholic but have not received Communion 
and/or Confirmation.

SATURDAY     NOVEMBER 15 

5:00 pm              † Joan Fuccillo, by Family
† Eduardo and Lola Casas, by Gloria Casas
† Lola Casas, by Gloria Casas
† Ossi Pierotti, by Anna Marie Pierotti                     

SUNDAY          NOVEMBER 16   
8:30 am              † Msgr.  James Fetscher

  † Richie Grable III, by Mom and Dad
                              In Thanksgiving, by Maher Family

11:00 am † Living and Deceased of Our Parish

6:00 pm   † Angela McCracken, by Theo Papadakis                    
Wellbeing of Doleen Borba, 

                                by Joseph and Jennifer Borba

MONDAY NOVEMBER 17  Saint Elizabeth Of  Hungary                    

8:30 am             † Francis Vaughan, by Lois Pittler 
† Angela Gonzalez, By Rojas Family

                             Wellbeing of Douglas Ham, 
                             by  Grace Middlemiss                            

TUESDAY       NOVEMBER 18   Dedication of the   
                  Basilicas of Saint Peter and Paul 

8:30 am              †  Durawa Family, by Kate Heffner

† Brad Leal, by Joseph and Jennifer Borba

    †  Esther Gutierrez, by Rojas Family                                                                                   

WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 19   

8:30 am            Wellbeing of Timothy Day, by Anna Marie Perotti

THURSDAY      NOVEMBER 20 
8:30 am            † Pat Chait, by Brunetti Family

† Brad Leal, by Joseph and Jennifer Borba

                                 Birthday Blessing of  Anna Marie Pierotti,

                                 by Grace Middlemiss

FRIDAY           NOVEMBER 21

8:30 am             † Mary-Lou Mann, by James and Rosemary Guerin

                                  Wellbeing  of Taylor  Ellis, by Grace Middlemiss

Wellbeing of Doleen Borba,                                               
                    by Joseph and Jennifer Borba



PRAYER TO AVERT HURRICANES 
Father, all the elements of nature obey your com-
mands. Protect us and all your people during this sea-
son of storms and hurricanes. Calm our fears and help 
us prepare our hearts as well as our homes. Help us 
see you in all we may encounter, and help us to minis-
ter to each other in your name. We ask this through 
Christ our Lord.  Amen.

THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR DONATION

You may use this          
QR code to    

donate to our Parish 

FOR BETTER  PARTICIPATION IN THE MASS  

With your smart phone or computer, you can find 

Daily Mass Readings and Prayers easily.  Search 

for: Daily Bible Readings:  WWW.USCCB.ORG   

For Prayers, go to Mass Prayer or Order of Mass.  

USCCB, stands for US Conference of Catholic 

Bishops.

THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME         NOVEMBER 16,2025

LET’S PRAY THE ROSARY

We invite everyone to join us in pray-
ing the Rosary,  Monday - Friday, 
at 7:50 am, before daily Mass, in 
the main Church. 

(A Rosary a day keeps                   
the devil away).  

PRAYER TO AVERT HURRICANES

Father, all the elements of nature obey your 
commands. Protect us and all your people during this 
season of storms and hurricanes. Calm our fears and 
help us  prepare our hearts as well as our homes. Help 
us to see you in all we may encounter, and help us to 
minister to each other in your name.  We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

SSCCW– ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SUNDAY  DONUTS & COFFEE  RETURN

Coffee and Donuts are back a�er 
the 8:30 AM Sunday Mass.
We encourage those who a�end
the 11:00 AM Mass to come early 
so Parishioners from both Masses 
can mingle and further develop our 
Catholic community.

BIBLE SHARING 

Joins us for Scripture sharing every 
Thursday in the Parish Hall from 9:15 
to 10:30 am.

We are sharing The Acts of the Apos-
tles. With the help of Fr. Ernest.

You may  also join us online by dialing 
848-777-1212; when 
prompted, put in 
1431434#.

For more information, 
please  
contact Miriam Rivas  at 954-673-1522

High School Placement Test (HSPT)             
Saturday, December 6,2025

Application deadline: November 30/25

We have small group tours available weekly.
Sign up on our website: 

www.cghsfl.org/admissions

For more information, please call us
(954)491-2900 ext. 108 or 148

Or email us: admissions@cghsfl.org

St. Sebastian
Council of

Catholic Women

Is currently      
collecting  items 
for our Annual 
Trinkets and 

Treasures      
Rummage Sale. If 
you have items to   

donate, please    
contact Sandi at

954-235-4005

December 5, 2025 

6:30pm - 11:00pm

Plated dinner with a choice of Chicken 
Marsala, Salmon or Ham

Dance to the sounds of DJ Freddy. 
$150.00 per person. Table Sponsorship 

available, table of 8 for $1,000. Includes 2 

bottles of wine, a floral arrangement to 
take home and special recognition.

Tickets are available after weekend   

Masses or at the Parish Office, Monday  
thru Friday from 9am - 4:30pm.                   

Ticket sales end November 30th.
For underwriting opportunities contact 

Sandi at 954-235-4005. 

This is a great way to meet your fellow 
parishioners. Hope to see you there! 


