THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

NOVEMBER 2, 2025

St. Sebastian Catholic Parish in Fort Lauderdale, Inc. 954)524-9344

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Is arranged by appointment. Please
call the office.

THE SACRAMENT OF
RECONCILIATION (Confession) 4:00-
4:45 pm on Saturday, or by
appointment.

THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK
Please call the office as soon as
anyone is seriously ill.

THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY
Please contact the office at least six
months in advance of the proposed
wedding date.

PARISH REGISTRATION

If you haven't registered yet as a
parishioner of St. Sebastian, we invite
you to do so in order to be recognized
as a member of our parish.

You can find the registration form in the
church, at the office, or online.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

Takes place in our Chapel of the Divine
Healer on Fridays after morning Mass
until 5:00 pm.

We still need adorers of the Holy
Eucharist for the following times: 1-2
pm, 2-3 pm & 3-4 pm.

Please contact the office if you are able to
come to any of those hours.

Thank you!

MASSES

Saturday 5 pm (Sunday Vigil)
Sunday 8:30 am,11 am & 6 pm
Weekdays

8:30 am (Mon. through Fri. )

OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday 9:00 am - 4:30 pm

Lunch: 1:00 pm—1:30 pm

Pastor
Rev. Ernest Biriruka

Office Staff

Francy Gonzalez-Rojas
Kathryn Cabrisas

Judy Fisher

Director of Music
Peter J. Manfredi, Jr.
(954) 868-6137

Vocalist
Cathy Spitzer

Facilities

Patricio Diaz-Pizarro_
Pastoral Council
Nancy Adams
Mauricio Bautista
Judy Fisher
Rosemary Guerin
John Mann, IlI
Johnny Mann, Jr.
Sandi Mann

Ed Rebholz

Mission Statement

We, the family of St. Sebastian Par-
ish, are a stewardship parish, shar-
ing God’s Gifts. We are the hands
and feet of Christ on Earth. In union
with the Universal Roman Catholic
Church, we endeavor to become a
prayerful and unified community
deeply committed to Jesus Christ,
and loving service in His name. We
hope to be a welcoming, caring and
friendly Parish Family, wherein the
gifts and talents of all - young and
old - are recognized, nurtured and
used to build the Kingdom of God in
the world.

2000 Marietta Drive (S.E. 25th Ave.)

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316

info@stsebastianfl.org
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ALL SAINTS, ALL SOULS

On November 1st we celebrate All Souls and on the following day, we remember All Souls. Mother
Church in her wisdom teaches us that there far more saints than we know. There are a few on the Church
liturgical calendar, but in reality, we have millions and millions of saints. The Church wants us to re-
member the other multitude of souls that are undergoing purification before they can attain the glory of
heaven.

The solemnity of All Saints not only leads us to give praise to God for the multitude of the Blessed Ones,
but also makes us contemplate our human vocation, which is the calling to the glory of heaven. God, in
his marvelous love, created us and sent his Son to redeem us so that one day we can rejoice with him in
eternal glory. The human being was created in the image of God and has its fundamental vocation to be
reunited with the Creator in divine glory. We know that atheists think that life ends with this world, but
we, believers in Jesus, know that we shall share in the life of the Resurrection.

In the Old Testament, we frequently see that the “just” or the “righteous” is rewarded with some happi-
ness here on earth. For instance, Abraham is given the promise of posterity and will live in the land that
God gave him. Job suffered, but God returned to him all that the evil one had taken from him as a trial, so
that Job’s faithfulness could demonstrated. Susanna, who was unjustly accused, was saved through di-
vine inspiration by Daniel (Dan 13). Also, we see already that the people of Israel believed in eternal life
with God. We can find proof in the famous passage of the Book of Wisdom (chap.3) which professes that
“the life of the just is in the hands of God”. We can also see it in the amazing faith of the woman who was
martyred together with her seven sons who preferred death rather than offend God (2M 7).

In the New Testament, Jesus teaches us with the utmost clarity and certitude that what truly matters is to
be admitted into the kingdom of heaven and live forever with God and the holy ones or the Saints. He is
the One who recommends storing our treasure in heaven; He also declares that “the least in the Kingdom
of Heaven is greater than John the Baptist” (Mt 11:11). He taught us that He is the resurrection and the
life, that if we “eat his body and drink his blood we will have eternal life” (Jn 6: 54-58), and so forth.

The Apostles taught us in the same way. “You are no longer aliens or foreign visitors; you are fellow citi-
zens with the holy people of God...” (Eph 2:19).

“What you have come to is Mount Zion and the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, where the
millions of angels have gathered for the festival...” (Hb 12:22-23). Yes, we will see “the new heaven and
new earth” (Rev 21).

So, heaven is our final destination. Hell is the final condemnation which is the separation from God (CCC
# 1057). But there is also purgatory, which is “a state of final purification after death before the entrance
into heaven for those who died in God’s friendship, but who were imperfectly purified; a final cleansing
of human imperfection before one is able to enter the joy of heaven” (CCC. glossary; see #1031& 1472). It
is fitting that we should help those Souls with our prayers, especially with the prayer of the Mass. No-
vember 2nd is their Day, but not the only day. Rather, let us pray for them every day, hoping to see them
in God’s glory someday.

Father Ernest

Let us make an effont te attend Mass during the weef!
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Mass Intentions

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 1 ALL SAINTS
5:00 pm T Joan Fuccillo, by Fuccillo Family
T Mary-Lou Mann, by The Opera Society
T Molly Yen, by Donald Bourke
Birthday Blessing of Annie Gardner,

by Judy Fisher
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 2 ALL SOULS’ DAY
8:30 am T All Souls Novena
11:00 am T All Souls Novena
6:00 pm T All Souls Novena
MONDAY NOVEMBER 3 Saint Martin de Porres
8:30 am T All Souls Novena
TUESDAY NOVEMBER 4 Saint Charles Borromeo
8:30 am T All Souls Novena
WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 5
8:30 am T All Souls Novena
THURSDAY NOVEMBER 6
8:30 am T All Souls Novena
FRIDAY NOVEMBER 7
8:30 am T All Souls Novena

A PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS

Lord Jesus Christ, we pray for the
men and women that you have called
to discern the calling to priesthood
and religious life. We pray for your
continued blessing on our Archdio-
cese of Miami and on all our families.
Call forth more women and men of

generous spirit and fervent love whom you desire for this holy

work. We make this prayer in Jesus’ name,

Amen.

RCIA and FAITH FORMATION
WELCOME BACK!

Next class will be on Wednesday,
November 5th, 2025, at 6:00 p.m.
In the Parish Hall.

Classes are held on the first Monday and third Wednes-
day of each month for adults who wish to become Catho-
lic, and for adults who are baptized Catholic but have not
received Communion and/or Confirmation.

THE HOLY EUCHARIST

Conditions to receive the Eucharist

Be a practicing Catholic and without mortal sin.

Must confess mortal sins before receiving.

Divorced who are single can receive.

Those in a civil marriage or cohabitating cannot receive until
they are married in the Church.

e Note: For any question or to begin the annulment process for
a previous marriage, please contact the Pastor.

REMEMBER THE SICK

Suzanne Plum, Gail Mills, Don Loughran, Jr., John Harris,
Stephen Black, Alvaro Arevalo, Paul Ristow, Matt Keysers,
Judy Flood, Sister Frances Voss, 0.S.C., Rob Messerschmidt,
Anne McCormick, Ray Wicklander, Kathy Mahoney, Linda
Spitzer, Blake-Leigh Riley, Melissa Mirabile, Marge Mitchell,
Rasoul Karimi, Jean Gorman, Ed Kidd, Mary Beth Vogler, Joel
Rivera, Fred Zagone S.J., Anthony Cotilus, Mark Bromage,
Jonathan Hughes, Donato Montanaro, William Hirsch, Gary
Demberg, Bill Fuccillo, Lawrence Biondi S.J., Angela
Cowherd, Michael Fisher, Sean Ennis, Danielle Barisch,
Deborah Castillo, Georgianna Eschen, Ruth McKelvie, Cathy
Day, Ted Day, Mona Terry, Bill Loughran, Bill Poulson, Taylor
Ellis. Monica Albelo.

“...Whatever you did for one of the least
of these brothers and sisters of mine,
you did for me.” (Matt. 25:35,40).

These words of Jesus can be seen as rele-
vant to our current times.

How much food do you have in your pantry,

or countertops that will expire, or you'll throw
out after losing your appetite for it. Through our weekly contri-
butions of non-perishable food and hygiene items to the
needy of Fort Lauderdale, we respond to Jesus. “To care is
to share.” PLEASE REMEMBER— in addition to food and
hygiene items, the Pantry needs plastic grocery bags for food
distribution, and empty clean egg cartons for 12 eggs. You
can also place these items in the shopping carts. If you know
of anyone in need, please tell them that a drive thru grocery
distribution takes place every Friday from 1:30-4:00 PM at
Blessed Sacrament Church, and closes at 3:15 PM. The
Food Bank is currently in special need of canned meat, fish or
similar protein items.

First time must provide proof of residency in Broward
County.

Thank you! Your donations are greatly appreciated!

God bless you all.

! PARISH EVENTS AND DATES

Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/StsebastianFL

=
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FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE OF MIAMI

ABCD

This weekend, as we remember our loved ones and all the faithful departed, we are reminded of God’s mercy and the call to care for one another. The ABCD is
our collective response to that call, supporting programs that serve the poor, the elderly, the sick, and the vulnerable in our community.

Give in memory. Give in hope. www.isupportABCD.com
PLANNED GIVING:

This weekend, as we remember our beloved departed and reflect on eternal life, we’re also reminded of the legacy we leave behind. Planned Giving is a mean-
ingful way to honor your faith and values by supporting the Church even beyond your lifetime. Your gift can sustain Catholic ministries, education, and out-
reach for generations.

Learn how to create your legacy: www.adomgift.org

STEWARDSHIP

As we honor the souls of the faithful departed, we are reminded that our lives are a gift from God, and what we do with them matters. Stewardship means
using our time, talent, and treasure to glorify God and serve others, even beyond our lifetime. This week, reflect on how you can be a faithful steward of God’s
blessings.

“I came down from heaven not to do my own will but the will of the one who sent me.” (JOHN 6:38)

When you pray the Lord's Prayer, say the words slowly so that you can recognize with certainty what you are saying. Every day, when we pray this prayer, we
repeat what Jesus said in the passage from Scripture: “Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” When we say these words, do our
actions reflect what we say? That is the difference between the saints and the rest of us. The saints are faithful and obedient to God's will. Start today to align
your words and actions with God's will.

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS to ANNIE GARDNER
from St. Sebastian Parish Community!
May God’s grace and joy be with you always.

November 1, 2025
BIBLE SHARING SUNDAY DONUTS & COFFEE LET’S PRAY THE ROSARY
Joins us for Scripture sharing every Thursday RETURN We invite everyone to join us in
in the Parish Hall from 9:15 to 10:30 am. Coffee and Donuts are back praying the Rosary, Monday -

after the 8:30 AM Sunday
Mass.
We encourage those who

We are sharing The Acts of the Apostles
With the help of Fr. Ernest.

Friday, at 7:50 am, before daily
Mass, in the Chapel of the Divine

You may also join us online by dialing 848-777-1212; attend the 11:00 AM Mass to Healer.
when prompted, put in 1431434#. come early so Parishioners (A Rosary a day keeps
For more information, please from both Masses can min_gle .
contact Miriam Rivas at 954-673-1522 and further develop our Catholic community. || the devil away. Fr. Ernest)
ALL SAINTS—Nov. 1st ALL SOUL NOVENA
November 2nd - 10th THANK YOU
FOR YOUR
DONATION

You may use

The Masses for All Souls Novena will be | this QR code to
offered for your loved ones whose names donate to our
you have listed. Parish

+MAY THEY REST IN PEACE +

PRAY FOR US!

FTHRFFRFFFFFFFFFRFFFRFFRFFFE FORBETTER PARTICIPATION IN THE MASS
PRAYER TO AVERT HURRICANES

* Father, all the elements of nature obey your

With your smart phone or computer, you can find
7 commands. Protect us and all your people during this : Daily M.ass Readlngs'and Prayers easily. Search
* season of storms and hurricanes. Calm our fears and X for: Daily Bible Readings: WWW.USCCB.ORG

help us prepare our hearts as well as our homes. Help X For Prayers, go to Mass Prayer or Order of Mass.
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*
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us to see you in all we may encounter, and help us to )
4 minister to each other in your name. We ask this USCCB, stands for US Conference of Catholic
Bishops.

F through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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