THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

OCTOBER 26, 2025

St. Sebastian Catholic Parish in Fort Lauderdale, Inc. 954)524-9344

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Is arranged by appointment. Please
call the office.

THE SACRAMENT OF
RECONCILIATION (Confession) 4:00-
4:45 pm on Saturday, or by
appointment.

THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK
Please call the office as soon as
anyone is seriously ill.

THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY
Please contact the office at least six
months in advance of the proposed
wedding date.

PARISH REGISTRATION

If you haven't registered yet as a
parishioner of St. Sebastian, we invite
you to do so in order to be recognized
as a member of our parish.

You can find the registration form in the
church, at the office, or online.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

Takes place in our Chapel of the Divine
Healer on Fridays after morning Mass
until 5:00 pm.

We still need adorers of the Holy
Eucharist for the following times: 1-2
pm, 2-3 pm & 3-4 pm.

Please contact the office if you are able to
come to any of those hours.

Thank you!

MASSES

Saturday 5 pm (Sunday Vigil)
Sunday 8:30 am,11 am & 6 pm
Weekdays

8:30 am (Mon. through Fri. )

OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday 9:00 am - 4:30 pm

Lunch: 1:00 pm—1:30 pm

Pastor
Rev. Ernest Biriruka

Office Staff

Francy Gonzalez-Rojas
Kathryn Cabrisas

Judy Fisher

Director of Music
Peter J. Manfredi, Jr.
(954) 868-6137

Vocalist
Cathy Spitzer

Facilities

Patricio Diaz-Pizarro_
Pastoral Council
Nancy Adams
Mauricio Bautista
Judy Fisher
Rosemary Guerin
John Mann, IlI
Johnny Mann, Jr.
Sandi Mann

Ed Rebholz

Mission Statement

We, the family of St. Sebastian Par-
ish, are a stewardship parish, shar-
ing God’s Gifts. We are the hands
and feet of Christ on Earth. In union
with the Universal Roman Catholic
Church, we endeavor to become a
prayerful and unified community
deeply committed to Jesus Christ,
and loving service in His name. We
hope to be a welcoming, caring and
friendly Parish Family, wherein the
gifts and talents of all - young and
old - are recognized, nurtured and
used to build the Kingdom of God in
the world.

2000 Marietta Drive (S.E. 25th Ave.)

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316

info@stsebastianfl.org
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“THE LORD IS THE GOD OF JUSTICE WHO KNOWS NO FAVORITES” (SIRACH 35:12)

The first reading on this 30th Sunday of Ordinary Time, Year C, brings to our attention that our God is a God
of Justice and righteousness who knows no favorites.

“The Lord is God of justice, who knows no favorites. Though not unduly partial toward the weak, yet he
hears the cry of the oppressed. The Lord is not deaf to the wail of the orphan, nor to the widow when she
pours out her complaint” (Sirach or Ecclesiasticus 35: 12-14).

God has no partiality. He is just and helps the poor. He judges the poor and the rich alike with equity and
does no injustice to anybody. But what happens to human beings? Most of the time the powerful relies on his
money with which he corrupts the judge and obtains the cooperation of other powerful people in order to
crush the truth and put forward lies. The powerful “trample down” on the weak, the poor, the defenseless,
the orphan, the widow, the sick and the stranger; and the powerful considers those as of having no value, and
thinks they can be eliminated with impunity. The powerful cares only about his own interests -whether eco-
nomic or otherwise, and does not worry about other people and their wellbeing. Lies are used to justify lies
and crimes. And we all know, lies breed more lies, which are invented to cover the previous lies. And we
know also that the devil is the father of lies (Jn 8:44-45; 1Jn 2: 22-23).

But the Lord is God of justice; He knows no favorites. God judges rightly and does not necessarily favor the
poor in this sense, even though we know that God will listen faster and favorably to the outcry of the poor. As
we consider all this, we realize that one of the basic principles for the common good in society consists in the
love of neighbor, goodness and fairness toward our neighbor, citizen or immigrant, rich or poor:

Tobit 4:15: “Do to no one what you would not want done to you”

Lev 19:18: “... but will love your neighbor as yourself...”

Mt 7:12: “ Always treat others as you would like them treat you; that is the Law and the Prophets”.

See also Lk 6: 31 and Rm 13: 8-9

All human beings are created in God’s image whether White or Black, Indian or Chinese, European or Asian,
African or Alaskan, Japanese or Vietnamese, Filipino or Latino... So, we should treat each other with brother-
ly love, and with due respect for the laws of this land. We are all bound by the same God’s command of lov-
ing our neighbor as ourself.

God listens to the prayer of whomever have recourse to him. However, the poor, the orphan and the vulnera-
ble have a priority. It is like when there is an emergency in the hospital; the urgent case will be treated accord-
ingly and before less urgent cases; so it is with the prayer of the poor and the orphan.

Pope Leo XIV in his Exhortation ‘Dilexi Te’ urges us to do more for the poor. “A concrete commitment to the
poor must also be accompanied by a change in mentality that can have an impact at the cultural level. In fact,
the illusion of happiness derived from a comfortable life pushes many people towards a vision of life centered
on the accumulation of wealth and social success at all costs, even at the expense of others and by taking ad-
vantage of unjust social ideals and political-economic systems that favor the strongest. (...) We should be par-
ticularly concerned about the serious conditions in which many people find themselves due to lack of food
and water. In wealthy countries too, the growing numbers of the poor are equally a source of concern.” (In
Articles 11 and 12)

“Love one another as I have loved you”, says the Lord (Jn 13: 34; 15:17)

Father Ernest

Let us make an effort to attend Mass during the week!
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OCTOBER 26, 2025

Mass Intentions

A PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS

Lord Jesus Christ, we pray for the
men and women that you have called
to discern the calling to priesthood
and religious life. We pray for your
continued blessing on our Archdio-
cese of Miami and on all our families.
Call forth more women and men of

generous spirit and fervent love whom you desire for this holy

work. We make this prayer in Jesus’ name,

Amen.

RCIA and FAITH FORMATION
WELCOME BACK!

Next class will be on Wednesday,
November 5th, 2025, at 6:00 p.m.
In the Parish Hall.
Classes are held on the first Monday and third Wednes-
day of each month for adults who wish to become Catho-
lic, and for adults who are baptized Catholic but have not
received Communion and/or Confirmation.

SATURDAY OCTOBER 25
5:00 pm T Joan Fuccillo, by Fuccillo Family
T Marie and Albertt Bourke, by Donald Bourke
T Rosa and Jose Fernandez, by Ira Fernandez
SUNDAY OCTOBER 26
8:30 am T Dolores Hesse Fink, by Husband Jack
T Patricia Lee (10.09.2025), by Jack Fink
T Sophia Maria Hart, by John & Diane McDermott
11:00 am Living and Deceased of our Parish
6:00 pm T Mary-Lou Mann,
by Brett Schneider and J.P. Morgan Team
Wellbeing of Doleen Borba,
by Joseph & Jennifer Borba
MONDAY OCTOBER 27
8:30 am Tt Mary-Lou Mann, by Kate Heffner
T Sophia Maria Hart, by John & Diane McDermott
TUESDAY OCTOBER 28 st. Simon and St. Jude Apostles
8:30 am T Mary-Lou Mann, by The Opera Society
Wellbeing of Sandi and Johnny Mann,
by Barry and Marcia Hogan
WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 29
8:30 am t Mary-Lou Mann, by The Opera Society
Wellbeing of Carol Mann,
by Barry and Marcia Hogan
THURSDAY OCTOBER 30
8:30 am Tt Mary-Lou Mann, by The Opera Society
t Brad Leal, by Joseph and Jennifer Borba
FRIDAY OCTOBER 31
8:30 am t Mary-Lou Mann, by The Opera Society

Wellbeing of Doleen Borba,
by Joseph & Jennifer Borba

THE HOLY EUCHARIST

Conditions to receive the Eucharist

Be a practicing Catholic and without mortal sin.

Must confess mortal sins before receiving.

Divorced who are single can receive.

Those in a civil marriage or cohabitating cannot receive until
they are married in the Church.

e Note: For any question or to begin the annulment process for
a previous marriage, please contact the Pastor.

T Rest in Peace, Patricia Lee (10-09-2025)

REMEMBER THE SICK

Suzanne Plum, Gail Mills, Don Loughran, Jr., John Harris,

Stephen Black, Alvaro Arevalo, Paul Ristow, Matt Keysers,
Judy Flood, Sister Frances Voss, 0.S.C., Rob Messerschmidt,

Anne McCormick, Ray Wicklander, Kathy Mahoney, Linda

Spitzer, Blake-Leigh Riley, Melissa Mirabile, Marge Mitchell,
Rasoul Karimi, Jean Gorman, Ed Kidd, Mary Beth Vogler, Joel
Rivera, Fred Zagone S.J., Anthony Cotilus, Mark Bromage,
Jonathan Hughes, Donato Montanaro, William Hirsch, Gary

Demberg, Bill Fuccillo, Lawrence Biondi S.J., Angela
Cowherd, Michael Fisher, Sean Ennis, Danielle Barisch,

Deborah Castillo, Georgianna Eschen, Ruth McKelvie, Cathy
Day, Ted Day, Mona Terry, Bill Loughran, Bill Poulson, Taylor

Ellis.

“For | was hungry and you gave me
food, | was thirsty and you gave me
drink.” (Matt. 25:35). How often have we
heard these words spoken by Jesus?

How much food do you have in your pantry,
or countertops that will expire, or you'll throw
out after losing your appetite for it. Through
our weekly contributions of non-perishable
food and hygiene items to the needy of Fort Lauderdale, we
respond to Jesus. “To care is to share.” PLEASE REMEM-
BER— in addition to food and hygiene items, the Pantry
needs plastic grocery bags for food distribution, and empty
clean egg cartons for 12 eggs. You can also place these
items in the shopping carts. If you know of anyone in need,
please tell them that a drive thru grocery distribution takes
place every Friday from 1:30-4:00 PM at Blessed Sacrament
Church, and closes at 3:15 PM. The Food Bank is currently in
special need of canned meat, fish or similar protein items.

First time must provide proof of residency in Broward
County.

Thank you! Your donations are greatly appreciated!

St. Vincent de Paul report for September:

served 821 clients representing 2577 individuals. Ex-
penses were $12,753.12 which includes rent and utility
assistance for several clients as well as Gift Cards,
which will be given out for Thanksgiving and Christmas.

God bless you all.

i | PARISH EVENTS AND DATES L@
Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/StsebastianFL
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FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE OF MIAMI

ABCD

Jesus reminds us that true humility draws us closer to God. Giving to the ABCD is not about recognition, but about humble service. Your gift,
no matter the size, helps lift up our brothers and sisters in need. Let us give with humble hearts, knowing God sees and blesses our sacrifice.
Join others in faith and generosity.

Donate online at: www.isupport ABCD.com or speak directly with our Development Office by calling 305-762-1043

PLANNED GIVING:

In today’s Gospel, Jesus reminds us that God honors the humble heart. Planned Giving isn’t about recognition; it's about quietly building a
future where Christ’s love continues to reach those in need. Your planned gift, whether large or small, ensures the Church can serve faithful-
ly for generations to come.

Your legacy can make a lasting impact and explore how your legacy can build the future of our Church. Email Katie Blanco Bourdeau at kblan-
co@theadom.org, call 305-762-1053 or visit www.adomgift.org.

STEWARDSHIP

True stewardship starts with a humble heart, recognizing that all we have is a gift from God. Stewardship is not about recognition, but about
giving quietly and generously, knowing that God sees the heart behind the gift..

“For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and the one who humbles himself will be exalted.” LUKE 18:14

All that we have and all that we are is a gift from God. We should be humbled by God’s incredible generosity and be grateful for all we have
been given. Ultimately, gratitude leads us to humility.

BIBLE SHARING LET’S PRAY THE ROSARY ATTENTION WOMEN OF

, ) , ST. SEBASTIAN
Joins us for Scripture sharing every Thursday | |\We invite everyone to join us in Create Blooms of Joy at
; : . . - the SSCCW, November 7th
in the Parish Hall from 9:15 to 10:30 am. praying the Rosary, Monday. - L GG
We are sharing The Acts of the Apostles Friday, at 7:50 am, before daily the 8:30 am. Mass,
With the help of Fr. Ernest. Mass, in the Chapel of the Divine atWt'gg B;er?;‘;aﬁg”
You may also join us online by dialing 848-777-1212; | | Healer. Our program this month is

; floral arranging with Fran-

when prompted, put in 1431434#. (A Rosary a day keeps cis Queeley-Wells. Sheis a
For more information, please the devil away. Fr. Ernest) retired florist of many
contact Miriam Rivas at 954-673-1522 years, and will give us tips

and tricks for creating

beautiful arrangements to

SUNDAY DONUTS & COFFEE bless our homes and our
RETURN lives. Supplies are inpluded.
—_— To make reservations,
Coffee and Donuts are back by October 31st
after the 8:30 AM Sunday December 5, 2025 at 6:30pm - 11:00pm please contact Sandi at
M . . . . 954-235-4005
ass. Plated dinner with a choice of Chicken Join us!
We encourage those who Marsala, Salmon or Ham [} P

attend the 11:00 AM Mass to

Ao Dance to the sounds of DJ Freddy. THANK YOU
?rc;)%eSg{r:yl\zgszgilig:norxir;gle $150.00 per person. Table Sponsorship FOR YOUR DONATION
and further develop our Catholic community. || available, table of 8 for $1,000. Includes You may use this QR code to
- — 2 bottles of wine, a floral arrangement to donate to our Parish
Respect Life Ministry take home and special recognition.
IT'S BABY SHOWER TIME AT SAINT SEBASTIAN! | | Tickets can be purchased after weekend
Your donations of new layette Masses or at the Parish Office, Monday

items will benefit moms, dads . . .
and babies who visit the Respect thru Friday from 9am - 4:30pm. Ticket

Life Pregnancy Help Centers sales end November 30th.

located throughout the Archdio- i e

cese. Also, checks made paya. For underwrltlng opportunities contact
ble to “Respect Life Ministry” will | | Sandi at 954-235-4005.

be appreciated. This is a great way to meet your fellow

Gifts may be placed in the bas- -
sinet by the pulpit. october 1-31. | | P@rishioners. Hope to see you there!

FTHRFFRFFFFFFFFFRFFFRFFRFFFE FORBETTER PARTICIPATION IN THE MASS
PRAYER TO AVERT HURRICANES

* Father, all the elements of nature obey your

With your smart phone or computer, you can find
7 commands. Protect us and all your people during this : Daily M.ass Readlngs'and Prayers easily. Search
* season of storms and hurricanes. Calm our fears and X for: Daily Bible Readings: WWW.USCCB.ORG

help us prepare our hearts as well as our homes. Help X For Prayers, go to Mass Prayer or Order of Mass.
i\
*
%

o}

us to see you in all we may encounter, and help us to )
4 minister to each other in your name. We ask this USCCB, stands for US Conference of Catholic
Bishops.

F through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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