TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

OCTOBER 19, 2025

St. Sebastian Catholic Parish in Fort Lauderdale, Inc. 954)524-9344

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Is arranged by appointment. Please
call the office.

THE SACRAMENT OF
RECONCILIATION (Confession) 4:00-
4:45 pm on Saturday, or by
appointment.

THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK
Please call the office as soon as
anyone is seriously ill.

THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY
Please contact the office at least six
months in advance of the proposed
wedding date.

PARISH REGISTRATION

If you haven't registered yet as a
parishioner of St. Sebastian, we invite
you to do so in order to be recognized
as a member of our parish.

You can find the registration form in the
church, at the office, or online.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

Takes place in our Chapel of the Divine
Healer on Fridays after morning Mass
until 5:00 pm.

We still need adorers of the Holy
Eucharist for the following times: 1-2
pm, 2-3 pm & 3-4 pm.

Please contact the office if you are able to
come to any of those hours.

Thank you!

MASSES

Saturday 5 pm (Sunday Vigil)
Sunday 8:30 am,11 am & 6 pm
Weekdays

8:30 am (Mon. through Fri. )

OFFICE HOURS

Monday-Friday 9:00 am - 4:30 pm
Lunch: 1:00 pm—1:30 pm

Pastor

Rev. Ernest Biriruka

Office Staff

Francy Gonzalez-Rojas
Kathryn Cabrisas

Judy Fisher

Director of Music
Peter J. Manfredi, Jr.
(954) 868-6137

Vocalist

Cathy Spitzer
Facilities

Patricio Diaz-Pizarro
Pastoral Council
Nancy Adams
Mauricio Bautista

Judy Fisher
Rosemary Guerin

Johnny Mann
Sandi Mann
Ed Rebholz
John Mann

Mission Statement

We, the family of St. Sebastian Par-
ish, are a stewardship parish, shar-
ing God’s Gifts. We are the hands
and feet of Christ on Earth. In union
with the Universal Roman Catholic
Church, we endeavor to become a
prayerful and unified community
deeply committed to Jesus Christ,
and loving service in His name. We
hope to be a welcoming, caring and
friendly Parish Family, wherein the
gifts and talents of all - young and
old - are recognized, nurtured and
used to build the Kingdom of God in
the world.

2000 Marietta Drive (S.E. 25th Ave.)

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316

info@stsebastianfl.org




FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK: TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

EXTRACTS FROM CATHECISM OF CATHOLIC CHURCH #2607 to #2614

“When Jesus prays he is already teaching us how to pray. His prayer to his Father is the theological path (the
path of faith, hope, and charity) of our prayer to God. But the Gospel also gives us Jesus' explicit teaching on
prayer. Like a wise teacher he takes hold of us where we are and leads us progressively toward the Father.
Addressing the crowds following him, Jesus builds on what they already know of prayer from the Old Cove-
nant and opens to them the newness of the coming Kingdom. Then he reveals this newness to them in para-
bles. Finally, he will speak openly of the Father and the Holy Spirit to his disciples who will be the teachers of
prayer in his Church.

From the Sermon on the Mount onwards, Jesus insists on conversion of heart: reconciliation with one's brother
before presenting an offering on the altar, love of enemies, and prayer for persecutors, prayer to the Father in
secret, not heaping up empty phrases, prayerful forgiveness from the depths of the heart, purity of heart, and
seeking the Kingdom before all else. (Mt 5:23-24) This filial conversion is entirely directed to the Father.

Once committed to conversion, the heart learns to pray in faith. Faith is a filial adherence to God beyond what
we feel and understand. It is possible because the beloved Son gives us access to the Father. He can ask us to
"seek" and to "knock," since he himself is the door and the way.(Mt 7:7-11,13-14)

Just as Jesus prays to the Father and gives thanks before receiving his gifts, so he teaches us filial boldness:
"Whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you receive it, and you will."(Mk 11:24.) Such is the power of prayer
and of faith that does not doubt: "all things are possible to him who believes." (Mk 9:23) Jesus is as saddened
by the "lack of faith" of his own neighbors and the "little faith" of his own disciples (Mk 6:6) as he is struck
with admiration at the great faith of the Roman centurion and the Canaanite woman. (Mt 8:10)

The prayer of faith consists not only in saying "Lord, Lord," but in disposing the heart to do the will of the Fa-
ther.(Mt 7:21) Jesus calls his disciples to bring into their prayer this concern for cooperating with the divine
plan.(Mt 9:38)

In Jesus "the Kingdom of God is at hand."(Mk 1:15) He calls his hearers to conversion and faith, but also

to watchfulness. In prayer the disciple keeps watch, attentive to Him Who Is and Him Who Comes, in memory
of his first coming in the lowliness of the flesh, and in the hope of his second coming in glory.(Mk 13) In com-
munion with their Master, the disciples' prayer is a battle; only by keeping watch in prayer can one avoid fall-
ing into temptation.(Lk 22:40,46) Three principal parables on prayer are transmitted to us by St. Luke:

The first, "the importunate friend," (Lk 11:5-13) invites us to urgent prayer: "Knock, and it will be opened to
you." To the one who prays like this, the heavenly Father will "give whatever he needs," and above all the Ho-
ly Spirit who contains all gifts. The second, "the importunate widow,"(Lk 18:1-8) is centered on one of the
qualities of prayer: it is necessary to pray always without ceasing and with the patience of faith. "And yet,
when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?" The third parable, "the Pharisee and the tax collec-
tor,"(Lk 18:9-14) concerns the humility of the heart that prays. "God, be merciful to me a sinner!" The Church
continues to make this prayer its own: Kyrie eleison!

When Jesus openly entrusts to his disciples the mystery of prayer to the Father, he reveals to them what their
prayer and ours must be, once he has returned to the Father in his glorified humanity. What is new is to

"ask in his name."(Jn 14:13) Faith in the Son introduces the disciples into the knowledge of the Father, because
Jesus is "the way, and the truth, and the life."(Jn 14:6) Faith bears its fruit in love: it means keeping the word
and the commandments of Jesus, it means abiding with him in the Father who, in him, so loves us that he
abides with us. In this new covenant the certitude that our petitions will be heard is founded on the prayer of

Jesus.” (Jn 14:13-14)

Let us make an effort to attend Mass during the week!
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Mass Intentions

SATURDAY OCTOBER 18 (St. Luke Evangelist)
5:00 pm T Joan Fuccillo, by Fuccillo Family
T Brian O'Neil, by Jarchow Family

T Marguerite Giovannetti, by Anna Marie Pierotti

SUNDAY OCTOBER 19
8:30 am T Tham Kamma, by Mariam Matlam
t Anne Schmucker, by Joe and Jennie Medric
Wellbeing of Larry Laurence

11:00 am Living and Deceased of our Parish

6:00 pm T Ann & William McFadden, by Gloria Casas-G.

Wellbeing of Doleen Borba,
by Joseph & Jennifer Borba

MONDAY OCTOBER 20 St. Paul of the Cross
8:30 am T Mary-Lou Mann,
by Brett Schneider and J.P. Morgan Team
Wellbeing of Stephen Black, by Family

TUESDAY OCTOBER 21 St. Laura Montoya

8:30 am T Margaret Barrosse
Wellbeing of Taylor Ellis, by Grace Middlemiss

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 22 St. John Paul Il, Pope
8:30 am T Mary-Lou Mann,
by Brett Schneider and J.P. Morgan Team
Wellbeing of Bill Loughran, by Family

THURSDAY OCTOBER 23 St. John of Capistrano
8:30 am T Msgr. James Fetscher
t Brad Leal, by Joseph and Jennifer Borba
Wellbeing of Tina and Bodhi Lopez,
By, Grace Middlemiss

FRIDAY OCTOBER 24 St. Anthony Mary Claret
8:30 am t Carolina Malpica, by husband Kelvin
Wellbeing of Doleen Borba,
by Joseph & Jennifer Borba
Wellbeing of Debra Castillo, by Grace Middlemiss

A PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS

Lord Jesus Christ, we pray for the
men and women that you have called
to discern the calling to priesthood
and religious life. We pray for your
continued blessing on our Archdio-
cese of Miami and on all our families.
Call forth more women and men of

generous spirit and fervent love whom you desire for this holy

work. We make this prayer in Jesus’ name,

Amen.

RCIA and FAITH FORMATION
WELCOME BACK!

Next class will be on Wednesday, October
22nd, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. In the Parish Hall.

Classes are held on the first Monday and third Wednes-
day of each month for adults who wish to become Catho-
lic, and for adults who are baptized Catholic but have not
received Communion and/or Confirmation.

THE HOLY EUCHARIST

Conditions to receive the Eucharist

Be a practicing Catholic and without mortal sin.

Must confess mortal sins before receiving.

Divorced who are single can receive.

Those in a civil marriage or cohabitating cannot receive until
they are married in the Church.

e Note: For any question or to begin the annulment process for
a previous marriage, please contact the Pastor.

REMEMBER THE SICK

Suzanne Plum, Gail Mills, Don Loughran, Jr., John Harris,
Stephen Black, Alvaro Arevalo, Paul Ristow, Matt Keysers,
Judy Flood, Sister Frances Voss, 0.S.C., Rob Messerschmidt,
Anne McCormick, Ray Wicklander, Kathy Mahoney, Linda
Spitzer, Blake-Leigh Riley, Melissa Mirabile, Marge Mitchell,
Rasoul Karimi, Jean Gorman, Ed Kidd, Mary Beth Vogler, Joel
Rivera, Fred Zagone S.J., Anthony Cotilus, Mark Bromage,
Jonathan Hughes, Donato Montanaro, William Hirsch, Gary
Demberg, Bill Fuccillo, Lawrence Biondi S.J., Angela
Cowherd, Michael Fisher, Sean Ennis, Danielle Barisch,
Deborah Castillo, Georgianna Eschen, Ruth McKelvie, Cathy
Day, Ted Day, Mona Terry, Bill Loughran, Bill Poulson, Taylor
Ellis.

“For | was hungry and you gave me
food, | was thirsty and you gave me
drink.” (Matt. 25:35). How often have we
heard these words spoken by Jesus?
How much food do you have in your pantry,
or countertops that will expire, or you'll throw
out after losing your appetite for it. Through
our weekly contributions of non-perishable
food and hygiene items to the needy of Fort
Lauderdale, we respond to Jesus. “To care is to share.”
PLEASE REMEMBER— in addition to food and hygiene
items, the Pantry needs plastic grocery bags for food distribu-
tion, and empty clean egg cartons for 12 eggs. You can
also place these items in the shopping carts. If you know of
anyone in need, please tell them that a drive thru grocery dis-
tribution takes place every Friday from 1:30-4:00 PM at
Blessed Sacrament Church, and closes at 3:15 PM. The
Food Bank is currently in special need of canned meat, fish or
similar protein items.
First time must provide proof of residency in Broward
County.
Thank you! Your donations are greatly appreciated!
St. Vincent de Paul report for September:

served 821 clients representing 2577 individuals. Ex-
penses were $12,753.12 which includes rent and utility
assistance for several clients as well as Gift Cards,
which will be given out for Thanksgiving and Christmas.

Each month, Mass is celebrated for the past and present benefac-
tors of our society. . The next Mass will be on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 15, at 8:00 AM at Blessed Sacrament Church.

All are Welcome!
i | PARISH EVENTS AND DATES L@
Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/StsebastianFL
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FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE OF MIAMI
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Our support of the ABCD is a form of persistent prayer in action, sustaining ministries that advocate for justice, protect the vulnerable, and
proclaim the Gospel. Your generosity keeps the Church present in the lives of so many. Join us in this ongoing mission of love and mercy.
Your generosity can change lives. Visit www.isupportABCD.com or contact our Development Office at 305-762-1043 to make your donation.

Have you included PARISH NAME or SCHOOL NAME in your will? If so, let us know! The Archdiocese of Miami would like to induct you into

www.adomgift.org.

the Archbishop Coleman Carroll Legacy Society. Planned gifts offer benefits such as tax advantages, long-term impact, and the peace of
knowing your faith will live on through the ministries you care about.

Create a lasting impact through Planned Giving. please email Katie Blanco Bourdeau at Kblanco@theadom.org, call 305-762-1053, or visit

Keep praying, keep giving, keep serving. Your commitment sustains the mission of the Church every day.
“...proclaim the word, be persistent whether it is convenient or inconvenient...”
It is not always convenient to be a good Steward, especially when all the temptations of our busy and materialistic world get in the way.

2 TIMOTHY 4:2

BIBLE SHARING

Joins us for Scripture sharing every Thursday
in the Parish Hall from 9:15 to 10:30 am.

We are sharing The Acts of the Apostles

With the help of Fr. Ernest.

You may also join us online by dialing 848-777-1212;
when prompted, put in 1431434+#.

For more information, please
contact Miriam Rivas at 954-673-1522

SUNDAY DONUTS & COFFEE
RETURN
Coffee and Donuts are back after
the 8:30 AM Sunday Mass.
We encourage those who
attend the 11:00 AM Mass to
come early so Parishioners
from both Masses can min-
gle and further develop our
Catholic community

SANDWICH MINISTRY

Meet once a month to make sandwiches
or the needy.
Saturday, October 25 at 8:30 am. in the
Parish Hall
For more information email :
Lois.pittler@gmail.com

LET’S PRAY THE ROSARY

We invite everyone to join us in pray-
ing the Rosary, Monday - Friday, at
7:50 am, before daily Mass, in the
Chapel of the Divine

Healer.

(A Rosary a day keeps the
devil away. Fr. Ernest)

THANK YOU
FOR YOUR DONATION

You may use this QR code to
donate to our Parish

Respect Life Ministry

IT'S BABY SHOWER TIME AT SAINT SEBASTIAN!
Your donations of new layette
items will benefit moms, dads
and babies who visit the Respect
Life Pregnancy Help Centers
located throughout the Archdio-
cese. Also, checks made paya-
ble to “Respect Life Ministry” will
be appreciated.

Gifts may be placed in the bas-
sinet by the pulpit. October 1-31.

SSCCW Trinkets and Treasures

St. Sebastian Council

of Catholic Women are
currently collect-

ing items for our
Annual Trinkets
and Treasures

Rummage Sale on

February 6th -8th
If you have items to donate, please
contact Sandi at 954-235-4005
Please no books, clothing or furniture.

Thank you!

FRRRRRRRRFRRRERRRRRRFF
PRAYER TO AVERT HURRICANES

Father, all the elements of nature obey your
commands. Protect us and all your people during this
season of storms and hurricanes. Calm our fears and
* help us prepare our hearts as well as our homes. Help

us to see you in all we may encounter, and help us to
A minister to each other in your name. We ask this
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F through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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FOR BETTER

PARTICIPATION IN THE MASS

With your smart phone or computer, you can find
Daily Mass Readings and Prayers easily. Search
for: Daily Bible Readings: WWW.USCCB.ORG
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For Prayers, go to Mass Prayer or Order of Mass.
USCCB, stands for US Conference of Catholic




