TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

SEPTEMBER 28, 2025

St. Sebastian Catholic Parish in Fort Lauderdale, Inc. 954)524-9344

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Is arranged by appointment. Please
call the office.

THE SACRAMENT OF
RECONCILIATION (Confession) 4:00-
4:45 pm on Saturday, or by
appointment.

THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK
Please call the office as soon as
anyone is seriously ill.

THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY
Please contact the office at least six
months in advance of the proposed
wedding date.

PARISH REGISTRATION

If you haven't registered yet as a
parishioner of St. Sebastian, we invite
you to do so in order to be recognized
as a member of our parish.

You can find the registration form in the
church, at the office, or online.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

Takes place in our Chapel of the Divine
Healer on Fridays after morning Mass
until 5:00 pm.

We still need adorers of the Holy
Eucharist for the following times: 1-2
pm, 2-3 pm & 3-4 pm.

Please contact the office if you are able to
come to any of those hours.

Thank you!

MASSES

Saturday 5 pm (Sunday Vigil)
Sunday 8:30 am,11 am & 6 pm
Weekdays

8:30 am (Mon. through Fri. )

OFFICE HOURS

Monday-Friday 9:00 am - 4:30 pm
Lunch: 1:00 pm—1:30 pm

Pastor

Rev. Ernest Biriruka

Office Staff
Francy Gonzalez
Kathryn Cabrisas
Judy Fisher

Director of Music
Peter J. Manfredi, Jr.
(954) 868-6137

Vocalist

Cathy Spitzer
Facilities

Patricio Diaz-Pizarro
Pastoral Council
Nancy Adams
Mauricio Bautista

Judy Fisher
Rosemary Guerin

Johnny Mann
Sandi Mann
Ed Rebholz
John Mann

Mission Statement

We, the family of St. Sebastian Par-
ish, are a stewardship parish, shar-
ing God’s Gifts. We are the hands
and feet of Christ on Earth. In union
with the Universal Roman Catholic
Church, we endeavor to become a
prayerful and unified community
deeply committed to Jesus Christ,
and loving service in His name. We
hope to be a welcoming, caring and
friendly Parish Family, wherein the
gifts and talents of all - young and
old - are recognized, nurtured and
used to build the Kingdom of God in
the world.

2000 Marietta Drive (S.E. 25th Ave.)

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316

info@stsebastianfl.org




FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK: TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
THE RICH MAN AND THE POOR LAZARUS

The Prophet Amos is criticizing again some of his fellow citizens who lived in luxury, and fell into hedon-
ism by caring only for their comfort and entertainment but did not care about ‘the collapse of Joseph’,
which meant the wellbeing of their nation. They will be punished by being driven into exile.

The Gospel brings to our attention this dramatic case of the rich man and the poor Lazarus: In a similar
way to people of Amos’ time, the rich man was living in luxury, vested sumptuously and enjoying lavish
banquets every day. But he failed to see the poor Lazarus lying at his door; the dogs of the rich man
would even lick Lazarus’s sores.

So today Jesus wants us to be aware that wealth can make us blind to the sufferings and needs of our
brothers and sisters. Today also we are taught of what will happen at the end of our life here on earth:
are we going to rejoice together with Abraham and all the just in heaven or are we going to suffer eternal
chastisement in hell, away from God? What are we talking about? Heaven and Hell, what does that
mean?

My dear friends, do you know that there are people who do not believe in Heaven and Hell anymore?
Some think that heaven is about what they enjoy here in this world. That is of course wrong. Others deny
hell all together, thinking that there is no such chastisement. Mind you that some say so by advocating
God’s goodness and mercy; that such a good and merciful God cannot condemn anybody to hell. But
they forget that we may go to hell not because God lacks mercy, but because we failed to do good and
chose the wrong path that leads to hell; going to hell is about us choosing wrong doing instead of repent-
ing and coming back to God’s mercy.

So today, Jesus invites us to look at our ways of life, our lifestyles so to speak; to think of what we have,
how we acquired it and how we used it. He wants us to know that time will come to give an account of
our life. “For we shall stand before the judgement seat of God, for it is written: “As | live, says the Lord,
every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God”. So, each of us shall give ac-
count of himself to God”. Rm 14:10-11.

The time for conversion is now: the time to turn to the Lord and live according to his love and his com-
mands. The rich man pleaded with Abraham to send Lazarus to warn his brothers. But the answer was
clear and unwavering: ‘They have Moses and the prophets... If they will not listen to Moses and the
prophets, neither will they be persuaded if someone should rise from the dead’ (Lk 16:29-30). God’s
message is consistent, it is the truth; whether the messenger is a scholar or an illiterate, a child or elder-
ly, a Pope or a lay people, God’s truth is the same and will not change according to opinions. That is al-
so why the Scripture warns us very severely that we should not change God’s Word: (...) if anyone cuts
anything out of the prophecies in this book, God will cut off his share of the tree of life (...)” (Rev 22:

There are many ways to help the Lazarus we meet, and the Lazarus who may be dying of hunger in
some isolated corner of the world. So, let us do something. Saint Paul recommended us persevere in
doing good to others and thus giving witness to our faith.

“But you, man of God (or woman of God), pursue righteousness, devotion, faith, love, patience and gen-
tleness. (...) keep the commandments without stain or reproach until the appearance of our Lord Jesus
Christ (...).

Father Ernest Biriruka.

Let us make an effont te attend Mass during the weef!




TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

SEPTEMBER 28, 2025

Mass Intentions

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 27 St. Vincent de Paul
5:00 pm T Joan Fuccillo, by Fuccillo Family
T Virginia Potter, by Jarchow Family
t Claude Jarman Jr., by Family
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 28
8:30 am T Sean Kervin, by mom Carolyn
T Juana Esperanza Madera Posada,
by Sajdera Family
t Martha Natalia Boveda, by Sajdera Family
11:00 am Living and Deceased of our Parish
6:00 pm T Mary-Lou Mann, by Jacob and Shari Vela
T Thomas Conti, by Jim & Mary Damonte
T Gloria Arguello, by her daughter & Family
MONDAY SEPTEMBER 29, St. Michael, Gabriel and
Raphael, Archangels
8:30 am T Roy, Bea, & Larry Biondi,
by Anna Marie Pierotti
T Joan Cianciola, by Harvey, Mike & Lisa
TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 30, St. Jerome
8:30 am T Mary-Lou Mann, by Jacob and Shari Vela
T Joan Cianciola, by Harvey, Mike & Lisa
WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 1, St. Therese of the Child Jesus
8:30 am T Mary-Lou Mann,
by Andrea & Maynard Hellman
T Joan Cianciola, by Harvey, Mike & Lisa
THURSDAY OCTOBER 2, The Holy Guardian Angels
8:30 am T Brad Leal, by Joseph and Jennifer Borba
Wellbeing of Kidd & Pierotti Children,
By Anna Marie Pierotti
T Joan Cianciola, by Harvey, Mike & Lisa
FRIDAY OCTOBER 3, First Friday & Adoration
8:30 am Tt Mary-Lou Mann, by Dan Peretz
Birthday Blessing of Luca Pierotti-Trost,
by Anna Marie Pierotti
Birthday Blessing of Lizette Diaz, by Family

REMEMBER THE SICK

Suzanne Plum, Gail Mills, Don Loughran, Jr., John Harris,
Stephen Black, Alvaro Arevalo, Paul Ristow, Matt Keysers,
Judy Flood, Sister Frances Voss, 0.S.C., Rob Messerschmidt,
Anne McCormick, Ray Wicklander, Kathy Mahoney, Linda
Spitzer, Blake-Leigh Riley, Melissa Mirabile, Marge Mitchell,
Rasoul Karimi, Jean Gorman, Ed Kidd, Mary Beth Vogler, Joel
Rivera, Fred Zagone S.J., Anthony Cotilus, Mark Bromage,
Jonathan Hughes, Donato Montanaro, William Hirsch, Gary
Demberg, Bill Fuccillo, Lawrence Biondi S.J., Angela
Cowherd, Michael Fisher, Sean Ennis, Danielle Barisch,
Deborah Castillo, Georgianna Eschen, Ruth McKelvie, Cathy
Day, Mona Terry.

A PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS

Lord Jesus Christ, we pray for the
men and women that you have called
to discern the calling to priesthood
and religious life. We pray for your
continued blessing on our Archdio-
cese of Miami and on all our families.
Call forth more women and men of

generous spirit and fervent love whom you desire for this holy

work. We make this prayer in Jesus’ name,

Amen.

RCIA and FAITH FORMATION

First class will begin on Wednesday,
October 1st, 2025, at 6:00 p.m.
In the Parish Hall.

Classes are held on the first Monday and third Wednes-
day of each month for adults who wish to become Catho-
lic, and for adults who are baptized Catholic but have not
received Communion and/or Confirmation.

THE HOLY EUCHARIST

Conditions to receive the Eucharist

Be a practicing Catholic and without mortal sin.

Must confess mortal sins before receiving.

Divorced who are single can receive.

Those in a civil marriage or cohabitating cannot receive until
they are married in the Church.

e Note: For any question or to begin the annulment process for
a previous marriage, please contact the Pastor.

“For | was hungry and you gave me food,
| was thirsty and you gave me drink.
(Matt. 25:35).
How often have we heard these words
spoken by Jesus? Through our weekly
contributions of non-perishable food and
hygiene items to the needy of Fort
Lauderdale, we respond to Jesus. To care is to share.
PLEASE REMEMBER— in addition to food and hy-
giene items, the Pantry needs plastic grocery bags for
food distribution and empty, clean egg cartons for 12
eggs. You can also place these items in the shopping
carts. If you know of anyone in need, please tell them
that a drive thru grocery distribution takes place every
Friday from 1:30-4:00 PM at Blessed Sacrament
Church, and closes at 3:15 PM. The Food Bank is cur-
rently in special need of canned meat, fish or similar
protein items.
First time must provide proof of residency in Broward County.
Thank you! Your donations are greatly appreciated!

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL - SEPT. 27

“Charity is the cement which binds
Communities to God and persons to
one another”

-Vincent de Paul

Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/StsebastianFL

! PARISH EVENTS AND DATES

=




TWENTY- SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE OF MIAMI

SEPTEMBER 28, 2025

ABCD

The Archbishop’s Charities & Development Drive (ABCD) is one of the ways we, as a Church, live out this truth. Through your support, ABCD brings Christ’s love
and hope to thousands through Catholic education, outreach to the poor and sick, support for vocations, and care for the most vulnerable in our community.
By giving to ABCD, you help lift up those whom the Lord delights in restoring their dignity and sharing the joy of the Gospel.

Be part of our mission. Donate by visiting www.isupportABCD.com

PLANNED GIVING:

One such act is planned giving a lasting way to support the Church and its mission for generations to come. There are several ways to participate in planned giving,
including naming the Church, School or the Archdiocese of Miami as a beneficiary of your retirement accounts or life insurance policies, to name just a few.

Each of these options allows you to leave a legacy rooted in faith, ensuring that the ministries you care about today continue to thrive tomorrow.

To learn more, please contact the development office at 305-762-1053, email Katie Blanco Bourdeau at kblanco@theadom.org, or visit www.adomgift.org.

STEWARDSHIP

That our eyes may be open to the needs around us, and our hands and hearts may be open to sharing our gifts through Stewardship to make this world a
better place for all of us. “My child, remember that you received what was good during your lifetime while Lazarus likewise received what was bad; but
now he is comforted here, whereas you are tormented. Moreover, between us and you a great chasm is established...” LUKE 16:25-26

In today’s Gospel we see that with our own Stewardship we must bridge that gap between those who have much and those who have little, or we may
find ourselves on the wrong side of the chasm in the next life.

SUNDAY DONUTS & COFFEE
RETURN

BIBLE SHARING

Joins us for Scripture sharing every Thurs-
day in the Parish Hall from 9:15 to 10:30 am.

LET’S PRAY THE ROSARY

We invite everyone to join us in pray-

Thanks to the efforts of the | INQ the Rosary, Monday - Friday, at

We are sharing The Acts of the Apostles
With the help of Fr. Ernest.

You may also join us online by dialing 848-
777-1212; when prompted, put in 1431434#.

For more information, please
contact Miriam Rivas at 954-673-1522

ST. FRANCIS
OF ASSISI
October 4
at 11:00 AM

We will celebrate
this day with the
blessing of
animals

at
Our Lady Star
of the Sea
Mosaic

Respect Life Ministry

To support the
local Pregnancy
Resource Center.
A bassinet is at
the front of the
pulpit until Oct. 31.

St Sebastian Men's Club and

our Council of Catholic Women

coffee and donuts following the

8:30 AM Sunday Mass will

resume October 5.

We encourage those who attend
the 11:00 AM Mass to come early so Parishioners
from both Masses can mingle and further develop

our Catholic community.

7:50 am, before daily Mass, in the
Chapel of the Divine

Healer.

(A Rosary a day keeps the

devil away. Fr. Ernest)

St. Sebastian Council of Catholic
Women

Welcome Back Luncheon!

All women of St. Se-
bastian Parish are in-
vited to join our annual
Welcome Back Lunch-
eon on Friday, Octo-
ber 3, 2025.

Join us for a celebra-

tory Mass at 11:00
AM in the Chapel of the Divine Healer,
followed immediately by a luncheon in the
Parish Hall.

All women are welcome!

Please RSVP by calling Sandi at
954-235-4005.

We look forward to seeing you there!

THANK YOU
FOR YOUR DONATION

You may use this QR code to
donate to our Parish

FREERRRRRPRRRERRRRRFFRY
PRAYER TO AVERT HURRICANES

* Father, all the elements of nature obey your

* commands. Protect us and all your people during this
season of storms and hurricanes. Calm our fears and

* help us prepare our hearts as well as our homes. Help
us to see you in all we may encounter, and help us to

A minister to each other in your name. We ask this

F through Christ our Lord. Amen.

o ol ol ol ol ol ol ol ol ol ol ol ol ol ol ol ol ol ol

FOR BETTER PARTICIPATION IN THE MASS

o}

With your smart phone or computer, you can find
Daily Mass Readings and Prayers easily. Search
for: Daily Bible Readings: WWW.USCCB.ORG

Bishops.

;T;

%

) For Prayers, go to Mass Prayer or Order of Mass.

* .
# |USCCB, stands for US Conference of Catholic
%

%




