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Mission Statement

We, the family of St. Sebastian Par-
ish, are a stewardship parish, shar-
ing God’s Gifts. We are the hands 
and feet of Christ on Earth. In union 
with the Universal Roman Catholic 
Church, we endeavor to become a 
prayerful and  unified community 
deeply committed to Jesus Christ, 
and  loving service in His name. We 
hope to be a welcoming,  caring and 
friendly Parish Family,  wherein the 
gifts and talents of all - young and 
old - are recognized, nurtured and 
used to build the Kingdom of God in 
the world. 
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THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Is arranged by appointment. Please 
call the office. 

THE SACRAMENT OF 
RECONCILIATION (Confession) 4:00-
4:45 pm on Saturday, or by 
appointment. 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK         
Please call the office as soon as 
anyone is seriously ill. 

THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY  
Please contact the office at least six 
months in advance of the proposed  
wedding date. 

PARISH REGISTRATION                          
If you haven’t registered yet  as a 
parishioner of St. Sebatian, we invite  
you to do so in order to be recognized 
as member of our parish. 

You can find the registration form in the 
church, at the office, or online.  

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

Takes place in our Chapel of the Divine 
Healer on Fridays after morning Mass 

until 5:00 pm.

We still need adorers of the Holy   
Eucharist for the following times: 1-2 
pm, 2-3 pm & 3-4 pm.

Please contact the office if you are able to 
come to any of those hours.

Thank you!



FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK:         TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME               

HEAR THIS, YOU WHO TRAMPLE UPON THE NEEDY

My dear brothers and sisters, the first reading from the prophet Amos brings to us a powerful 
message about justice in society. Amos denounced the unjust business practices of his time that 
were detrimental to the poor and the vulnerable:

“We will diminish the ephah, add to the shekel, and fix our scales for cheating! We will buy the 
lowly for silver, and the poor for a pair of sandals.”  “But the Lord will never forget the things they 
have done”.  Am 8: 3…7

While the Gospel passage shows us how a “cunning” steward was able to get out of trouble by 
reducing the debt of his master’s debtors, we realize that we should reflect more deeply on prin-
ciples that constitute the foundation of a good society.

First, we should recognize the rights of each human being. It is not right that some people would 
go hungry or homeless in a land of billionaires. Even the Declaration of Independence states 
that “(…) all Men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalien-
able Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness…”. Justice is the 
foundation of peace in society (Is. 32:17; Jas 3:18; Rm 2:10).

Our society seems progressively ignorant and blind toward justice and due process. There are 
so many instances of arbitrary decisions and little consideration even of the Constitution. The 
Brutality with which some people are treated make us wonder if we still believe in ‘brotherly love’ 
and the basic respect of human dignity due to each person. But thank God, there are still a large 
number of good people.

The cunning steward arranged his situation practically by cheating and making his master’s 
debtors cheat. And cheating is lying. This was also robbery of the goods of his master. I once 
heard that out there in the West, what matters is to make it (to have a lot of money), that it does 
not matter how!!!  But the way we acquire what we have is precisely what determines whether 
we are honest or dishonest, truthful or fake.  I say very often that we have a very grave problem 
regarding the truth in this society; actually, it is not just our society but in all societies. The Truth 
is not told because we fear the anger of the powerful; and the powerful justify their wrong doing 
by telling lies, and telling lies leads to more lies; it becomes a vicious circle. Without the Truth, 
there is no Justice, without Justice there is no Peace. I am sure we all watch TV and see how 
stories are manipulated according to the interests or pleasure of the powerful; we no longer care 
for facts: we are happy with conspiracy theories, political propaganda, hoaxes or alternative 
facts; we have a major problem here. Another day I gave this “simple test” example that runs as 
follows: Mathematically we know that one plus one equals two; but if somebody tells you that 
one plus one equals three or another number different from two, and you accept that because of 
your ‘wallet’, then for sure you are not looking for the truth. Honesty, integrity, truthfulness and 
brotherly love are in great demand in our society. “…And the product of uprightness will be 
peace, and the effect of uprightness being quiet and security forever”. Is 32:17. “The Peace 
sown by the peacemakers brings a harvest of justice”.  Jm 3:18

Father Ernest Biriruka.

Keep praying and continue your special devotions during this time of the year! 



Suzanne Plum, Gail Mills,  Don Loughran, Jr., John Harris, 
Stephen Black, Alvaro Arevalo, Paul Ristow, Matt Keysers, 
Judy Flood, Sister Frances Voss, O.S.C., Rob Messerschmidt, 
Anne McCormick, Ray Wicklander, Kathy Mahoney, Linda 
Spitzer, Blake-Leigh Riley, Melissa Mirabile, Marge Mitchell, 
Rasoul Karimi, Jean Gorman, Ed Kidd, Mary Beth Vogler, Joel 
Rivera,  Fred Zagone S.J., Anthony Cotilus, Mark Bromage, 
Jonathan Hughes, Donato Montanaro, William Hirsch,  Gary 
Demberg,  Bill Fuccillo, Lawrence Biondi  S.J., Angela 
Cowherd, Michael Fisher, Sean Ennis, Danielle Barisch, 
Deborah Castillo, Georgianna Eschen, Ruth McKelvie, Cathy 
Day. 
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REMEMBER THE SICK 

Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/StsebastianFL 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST  
Conditions to receive the Eucharist

 Be a practicing Catholic and without mortal sin.

 Must confess mortal sins before receiving.

 Divorced who are single can receive.

 Those in a civil marriage or cohabitating cannot receive until 
they are married in the Church. 

 Note: For any question or to begin the annulment process for 
a previous marriage, please contact the Pastor. 

“For I was hungry and you gave me food, 
I was thirsty and you gave me drink. 
(Matt. 25:35).                                      
How often have we heard these words 
spoken by Jesus? Through our weekly 
contributions of non-perishable food and 
hygiene items to the needy of Fort 

Lauderdale, we respond to Jesus.  To care is to share. 
PLEASE REMEMBER— in addition to food  and hy-
giene items, the Pantry needs plastic grocery bags for 
food distribution and empty, clean egg cartons for 12 
eggs. You can also place these items in the shopping 
carts.  If you know of anyone in need, please tell them 
that a drive thru grocery distribution takes place every 
Friday from 1:30-4:00 PM at Blessed Sacrament 
Church, and closes at 3:15 PM.  The Food Bank is cur-
rently in special need of canned meat, fish or similar 
protein items.
First time must provide proof of residency in Broward County.
Thank you! Your donations are greatly appreciated! 

St. Vincent de Paul report for August: served 1004 
clients representing 3062  individuals. Expenses were 
$6896.37
Each month, Mass is celebrated for the past and present 
benefactors. The next Mass will be on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 17, at 8:00 AM at Blessed Sacrament Church.
Additionally, on September 27, the feast day of the 
founder, St. Vincent de Paul, they will offer a special 
prayer for all of you.

PARISH EVENTS AND DATES  

Mass Intentions  A PRAYER FOR  VOCATIONS 
Lord Jesus Christ, we pray for the 
men and women that you have called 
to discern the calling to priesthood 
and religious life. We pray  for  your 
continued blessing on our Archdio-
cese of Miami and on all our families. 
Call forth  more  women  and  men of   

generous spirit and fervent love whom you desire for this holy 
work. We make this prayer in Jesus’ name,                  
Amen. 

RCIA and FAITH FORMATION  

First-class will  begin on Wednesday,       
October 1st, 2025, at 6:00 p.m.                    

In the Parish Hall. 

Classes are  held on the first Monday and third Wednes-
day of each month for adults who wish to become Catho-
lic, and for  adults who are baptized Catholic but have not 
received Communion and/or Confirmation.

SATURDAY       SEPTEMBER 20

5:00 pm             † Joan Fuccillo, by Fuccillo Family
    Wellbeing of Deborah Castillo,

                               by Grace Middlemiss

SUNDAY            SEPTEMBER 21

8:30 am              † Dolores Hesse Fink, by husband Jack
                           † Mary-Lou Mann, by The Rebholz Family

11:00 am   Living and Deceased of our Parish                    

6:00 pm   † Ramon Posada, by Family
                            † Juana Esperanza Madera-Posada, by Family
                            † Martha Natalia  Boveda, by Sajdera Family

MONDAY SEPTEMBER 22                       

8:30 am                Wellbeing of Fisher Family, 
                              by Grace Middlemiss

Wellbeing of Doleen Borba, 
                              by Joseph and Jennifer Borba

TUESDAY          SEPTEMBER 23  

                           SAINT PIUS OF PIETRELCINA 

8:30 am            † Mary-Lou Mann, by Jacob and Shari Vela          
                           † Hugo & Albertina Biondi,                                     

                  by Anna Marie Pierotti       

WEDNESDAY      SEPTEMBER 24

8:30 am            † Msgr. James Fetscher
†  Carolina Malpica, by husband Kelvin

THURSDAY        SEPTEMBER 25

8:30 am            † Brad Leal, by Joseph and Jennifer Borba
                           † Grace & Murray Toomey, 
                                by Helen & Mary Louise Toomey

FRIDAY              SEPTEMBER 26

                            SAINT COSMAS  and  SAINT DAMIAN

8:30 am              † Mary-Lou Mann, by Jacob and Shari Vela          

  † Stephen Sjoblom, by Jarchow Family



PRAYER TO AVERT HURRICANES 
Father, all the elements of nature obey your com-
mands. Protect us and all your people during this sea-
son of storms and hurricanes. Calm our fears and help 
us prepare our hearts as well as our homes. Help us 
see you in all we may encounter, and help us to minis-
ter to each other in your name. We ask this through 
Christ our Lord.  Amen.

THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR DONATION

You may use this QR code to    
donate to our  Parish 

LET’S PRAY THE ROSARY

FOR BETTER  PARTICIPATION IN THE MASS  

With your smart phone or computer, you can find 

Daily Mass Readings and Prayers easily.  Search 

for: Daily Bible Readings:  WWW.USCCB.ORG   

For Prayers, go to Mass Prayer or Order of Mass.  

USCCB, stands for US Conference of Catholic 

Bishops.
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We invite everyone to join us in 

praying the Rosary,  Monday -

Friday, at 7:50 am, before daily 

mass, in the Chapel of the  

Divine Healer. Let us come  

together in prayer and deepen 

our  devotion to Our Blessed   

Mother Mary.

All are welcome!

(A Rosary a day keeps the 

devil away.   Fr. Ernest)

WEEKDAY 8:30 AM MASS
IN THE CHAPEL OF THE 

DIVINE HEALER  

NEW AMERICAN BIBLES!
Now available 

In the parish office 

for a ten dollar donation 

PRAYER TO AVERT HURRICANES

Father, all the elements of nature obey your 
commands. Protect us and all your people during this 
season of storms and hurricanes. Calm our fears and 
help us   prepare our hearts as well as our homes. Help 
us to see you in all we may encounter, and help us to 
minister to each other in your name.  We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

BIBLE SHARING 

Joins us for Scripture sharing every 

Thursday in the Parish Hall from 9:15 

to 10:30 am.

We are sharing The Acts of the 

Apostles  with the help of Fr. Ernest

You may  also join us online by dialing   

848-777-1212; when prompted, put in 

1431434#.         

For more information, please  

contact Miriam Rivas

At 954-673-1522

ST. PIUS OF PIETRELCINA

September 23

St. Pius, also known as Padre Pio of 
Pietrelcina, was  born in Italy on May 

25, 1887, and died on September 23, 
1968. He was a Capuchin friar. He is 

remembered for his charity and pie-
ty,  his love of the Eucharist, and as 
well for his stigmata. He was official-

ly declared a Saint on June 16, 2002, 
by Pope John Paul II. 

ST. PADRE PIO PRAY FOR US!

St. Sebastian Council of Catholic Women

Welcome Back Luncheon!

All women of St. Sebastian Parish are  
invited to join our annual Welcome 
Back Luncheon on Friday, October 3, 
2025.

Join us for a celebratory Mass at 11:00 
AM in the Divine Healing Chapel,   
followed immediately by a luncheon in 
the Parish Hall.

All women are welcome!

Please RSVP by calling Sandi at 954-235-4005.


