FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
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THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
is arranged by appointment. Please call the
office.

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
(Confession) 4:00-4:45 pm on Saturday, or
by appointment.

THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK Please
call the office as soon as anyone is seriously
ll.

THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY
Please call the office at least six months In
advance of the proposed wedding date.

PARISH REGISTRATION We invite anyone
wishing to register in our Parish to visit or call
the Parish Office, or stop by the Welcome
table when you come for Sunday Mass to
complete a census card and learn more

Mission Statement

We, the family of St. Sebastian Parish,
are a stewardship parish, sharing God’s
Gifts. We are the hands and feet

of Christ on Earth. In union with the
Universal Roman Catholic Church, we
endeavor to become a prayerful and
unified community deeply committed to
Jesus Christ, and loving service in His
name. We hope to be a welcoming,
caring and friendly Parish Family,
wherein the gifts and talents of all -
young and old - are recognized,
nurtured and used to build the
Kingdom of God in the world.



FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
Christmas 2024

My dear brothers and Sisters, Merry Christmas!

We pray for one another that this Christmas may be filled with many Graces and Blessings from God
Emmanuel who comes to live among us.

“When Christ came into the world, he said: “Sacrifice and offerings you did not desire, but a body you
prepared for me; in holocausts and sin offerings you took no delight. Then | said, ‘As is written of me
in the scroll, behold | come to do your will, O God™ (Heb 10: 5-7).

So, Jesus accepted to come in our world to do the will of his Father, which is to save us from sin and
death; He became incarnate in the Virgin Mary and was born in Bethlehem (Lk 1&2). The Prophet
Isaiah foretold these realties in an amazing way: He announced that a ‘virgin’ will give birth to a son
who will be called Emmanuel (Is 7:14); a shoot from the stump of Jesse on whom the Spirit of the
Lord shall rest (Is. 11:1-9).

John wrote saying that the Word of God (the Logos, the Verbum Dei), the one through whom all things
have been made, became flesh and dwells among us (Jn 1: 14). Furthermore, to those who have
accepted him, those who received him and believed in Him, he has given the power to become
children of God. (Jn 1: 12). Yes, the ‘Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero, Father-Forever and Prince of
Peace’ has come to live among us and we have seen his glory. That is why we sing and exult, full of
joy: ‘You have brought them abundant of joy and great rejoicing, as they rejoice before you as people
rejoice at the harvest, as they exult when dividing spoils’ (Is 9: 2). Yes, the Angels praised God singing:
‘Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests’ (Lk 2: 14).

Yes, we rejoice greatly in God’s salvation. Truly God’s Love is infinite and everything He could do for
our salvation, He has done and continues to do. This is indeed the foundation of our faith and hope,
especially as we think of this Jubilee Year 2025.

Jesus Christ came to bring peace in the world; his love is given to us so that we can be at peace with
God our Father and with one another. Even though we cannot resolve all conflicts around the world,
but we should at least resolve those we can in our families, in our personal relationships, maybe at our
work places or in our companies, in our neighborhood, everywhere we can. Peace is a good that we
have to work for and seek all the time though truthfulness, humility and justice. Without Justice there

is no Peace.

“Justice shall flourish in his time and fullness of peace forever”. If we open the door of our heart to
Jesus, then we shall have his Peace, then our world also will be filled with Peace. This is possible
because only God has the healing power for our wounds and divisions; he has the remedy for our
egotism and pride. This is why it is important indeed to let him come into our lives but also to make
every effort possible to share the good news with others.

So, we pray for a Happy New Year 2025, A Year of Jubilee, A Year of Peace and Joy in the Lord. We
pray for our Church so that She may continue to be that Sacrament of Salvation to us and to the world.
The Church dispense for us the spiritual wealth of God’s Word, the Sacraments and Teachings; yes,
the Church is our Mother and our Teacher our world needs to trust in Her again.

May God grant us all a very Happy, Healthy and Holy Jubilee Year 2025!!!
Fr. Eunest




FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Mass Intentions

Saturday December 21
5:00 pm t Ellie Loughran, by husband Bill
T Joan Fuccillo, by Fuccillo family
t Ossi Pierotti, by Anna Marie Pierotti
Luis Manuel Mareno & Lizette Diaz —
50th Anniversary
Sunday December 22
8:30 am t Margaret Barrosse
T Juana Esperanza Posada, by family
In Thanksgiving, by Maher family
11:00 am Living and Deceased of our Parish
6:00 pm t Jaiza Perozo, by Perozo & Camacho family
t Sofia Camacho, by Perozo & Camacho family
Wellbeing of Lizbeth Bormida,
by Elizabeth Rodriguez
Monday December 23
8:30 am t David Dixon, by Mary Kennedy
Wellbeing of Doleen Borba,
by Joseph & Jennifer Borba
Tuesday December 24
5:00 pm T Joan Fuccillo, by family
Parishioners & Benefactors
Wednesday  December 25
8:30 am T Elena Loughran, by Bill Loughran
T Charles & Marie and Ann Maher, by Maher family
T Linda Grable, by Jill & Ed Rebholz
Wellbeing of Lorraine Hermes
11:00 am Wellbeing of Doleen Borba,
by Joseph & Jennifer Borba
Thursday December 26
8:30 am 1t Domenic Di Bernado, by Anna Maria Pierotti
Wellbeing of Will & Christine Burman,
by Grandfather Bill Loughran
Wellbeing of Victoria Loughran,
by Grandfather Bill Loughran
Friday December 27
8:30 am Wellbeing of Mariana & Tony, by Marian Millan
Blessings 100 years Margaret Mary Dwyer,
by Judy & Loretta
Saturday December 28
5:00 pm t Juliana Esperanza Posada, by family
T Joan Fuccillo, by Fuccillo family
Wellbeing of Robert Matacchiera
Sunday December 29
8:30 am T Dolores Hesse Fink, by husband Jack
T Larry Biondi, by Anna Marie Pierotti
Wellbeing of Rajesh Patel, by Sandra Keepers
11:00am Living & Deceased of our Parish

Mary Lou Mann Suzanne Plum, Gail
Mills, Angela Cowherd, Don
Loughran, Jr., Sandy Rodrigues,
John Harris, Stephen Black, Alvaro Arevalo, Paul Ristow, Matt
Keysers, Judy Flood, Sister Frances Voss, 0.S.C., Rob
Messerschmidt, Anne McCormick, Patty Marma, Ray
Wicklander, Kathy Mahoney, Lila Ferzacca, Linda Spitzer,
Blake-Leigh Riley, Melissa Mirabile, Marge Mitchell, Rasoul
Karimi, Jean Gorman, Linda DeBold, Jay Hoover, Ed Kidd, Mary
Beth Vogler, Joel Rivera, Fred Zagone S.J. Anthony Cotilus.

REMEMBER THE SICK

December 22, 2024

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL

Our clients are most grateful to all of
you. Each month we have a Mass
said for past and present members
and benefactors of our St. Vincent De-
Paul Society. The next one will be on
Wednesday, December 18 at 8:00 AM
at Blessed Sacrament Church. At this
Christmas season, be assured of our
prayers for each of you and your fami-
lies .Thanks again! Pat Burke

THANK You!

Thank you to all who made our Christmas Dinner Gala
a success! A special Thank you to Sandi and Johnny
Mann, who spear headed this great event. Everyone's’
hard work and dedication made it a truly special and
successful evening. Your donations will help build our
community and meet our needs. And congratulations,
we made $29,884.69 for our parish.

THE HOLY EUCHARIST
Conditions to receive the Eucharist
e Be a practicing Catholic and without mortal sin.
e Must confess mortal sins before receiving.
e Divorced who are single can receive.
e Those in a civil marriage or cohabitating cannot
receive until they either marry or have their
marriage convalidated in the church.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Eucharistic Adoration takes place in our
Chapel of the Divine Healer on Fridays from
after the 8:30 am Mass until 5:00 pm. Please
consider this opportunity to spend some quiet
time with the Lord In prayer.

ST. SEBASTIAN HOLY /HOLIDAY SCHEDULE

¢+ December 24, Tuesday Christmas Eve Mass
5PM

¢+ December 25, Christmas Day 8:30AM, 11:00AM
Mass

+ Parish Office closed December 25, 26 & 27th
and January 1st.

¢ January 1st Holy Day of Obligation 10AM mass

OFFERTORY COLLECTION
WEEKEND OF 12/14/24 -12/15/24

Last Week’s Collection $6,742

Offertory Total YTD $112,971
Budget YTD $ 138,248
Shortfall YTD ($25,277)

A

PARISH EVENTS AND DATES |:>

Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/StsebastianFL



NEWS FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE OF MIAMI

December 22: Fourth Sunday of Advent

ABCD

As we celebrate the joy of Christmas, let us also reflect on the spirit of giving. Our Archdiocese remains committed to serving
the poor, the marginalized, and the vulnerable in our community. Visit the ABCD today to make your donation.
www.isupportABCD.com.

Planned Giving

Your faith has inspired many in our parish, and with a planned gift, your legacy of love and service can continue to inspire oth-
ers. By including the Archdiocese of Miami in your estate planning, you help ensure that the works of mercy, prayer, and wor-
ship will continue for generations. Please consider a gift through your will or trust. Please feel free to contact us via email at
kblanco@theadom.org or call us at 305-762-1053 today!

Stewardship

In this Advent season, we are called to be good stewards of the hope, peace, joy, and love that the birth of Christ brings into
the world. As we await the celebration of Christmas, let us consider how we can share these gifts with others through our pray-
ers, charitable works, and generosity.

“For behold, when the voice of your greeting came to my ears, the babe in my womb leaped for joy.” (Luke 1:44)

The Holy Spirit inspired Elizabeth and her womb to rejoice at the sound of Mary’s voice. As a Christian stewards, do we allow
the Holy spirit to work in our lives for further the kingdom of God?

BIBLE SHARING Come for coffee and Scripture sharing each Thursday in the Parish Hall
at 9:15am.

Everyone is invited. You may also join us online by dialing 848-777-1212, when
prompted put in 143143#. For more info call Mary at 954.290.1194. We will be sharing

FAITH FORMATION / RCIA;
Will resume January 8th, 2025. We look forward to having all join us after the new year.

Your 2025 Parish Envelopes are at the main entrance to be picked up.

ST. SEBASTIAN COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN

e Trinkets and Treasures Will be held on February 8th and 9th. Please, start bringing in your treasures
now. Call Sandi Mann at 954-235-4005
e Annual SSCCW Luncheon Will be held on March 22, 2025 at Coral Ridge Yacht Club.

ST. SEBASTIAN MEN'S CLUB

Save the Date for an “ Evening in Venice” scheduled for Friday, January 24. Tickets
for the annual Italian dinner and entertainment hosted by the Men’s Club will be avail-
able at the church doors after Masses the next two weekends and in the parish office
during the week.

BIBLES & TOYS for needy Girls and Boys

REGISTRATION
If you attend Mass at St.
Please bring the light of Christ to those in need! Contribute a Catho- Sebastian regularly, please

lic Children’s Bible & /or a nhew unwrapped toy. become a registered member
of our parish. Complete a reg-

THANK YOU & God Bless You, for brightening Christmas, “for one of istration form (found at the

these least.” MATTHEW 25:40 NAB Welcome Table at the main
entrance of the church or by

Collection table will be in the church vestibule. calling the office). Thank you.

“FOR TO US A CHILD IS BORN,” ISAIAH 9:5 NAB



