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Saint Sebastian

Catholic Parish

1n Fort Lauderdale, Inc.

Parish Office (954) 524-9344
Fax (954) 524-9347

MASSES

Saturday 5 pm

(Sunday Vigil)

Sunday 8:30,11am & 6pm
Weekdays 8:30am

(Mon. through Fri.)

OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday 8:30am-3:00pm

Office Staff

Rev Ernest Biriruka
Pastor

Gredys Grable

Kathryn Cabrisas

Ms. Judy Fisher

Mr. Peter J. Manfredi, Jr.
Director of Music
(954) 868-6137

Ms. Cathy Spitzer
Vocalist

Mr. Patricio Diaz-Pizarro
Maintenance

PASTORAL COUNCIL
Nancy Adams
Mauricio Bautista
Elizabeth Calhoun
Judy Fisher
Rosemary Guerin
Frank Krauser
Johnny Mann
Sandi Mann

Ed Rebholz
Connie Reed

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
is arranged by appointment. Please call the
office.

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
(Confession) 4:00-4:45 pm on Saturday, or
by appointment.

THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK Please
call the office as soon as anyone is seriously
ll.

THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

Please call the office at least six months In
advance of the proposed wedding date.

PARISH REGISTRATION We invite anyone
wishing to register in our Parish to visit or call
the Parish Office, or stop by the Welcome
table when you come for Sunday Mass to
complete a census card and learn more

Mission Statement

We, the family of St. Sebastian Parish,
are a stewardship parish, sharing God’s
Gifts. We are the hands and feet

of Christ on Earth. In union with the
Universal Roman Catholic Church, we
endeavor to become a prayerful and
unified community deeply committed to
Jesus Christ, and loving service in His
name. We hope to be a welcoming,
caring and friendly Parish Family,
wherein the gifts and talents of all -
young and old - are recognized,
nurtured and used to build the
Kingdom of God in the world.



FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

Bull of Indiction of he Ordinary Jubilee of the Year 2025, Pope Francis
Articles 7-10

Signs of Hope

In addition to finding hope in God’s grace, we are also called to discover hope in the signs of
the times that the Lord gives us. As the Second Vatican Council observed: “In every age, the
Church has the responsibility of reading the signs of the times and interpreting them in the light
of the Gospel. In this way, in language adapted to every generation, she can respond to peo-
ple’s persistent questions about the meaning of this present life and of the life to come, and
how one is related to the other”. We need to recognize the immense goodness present in our
world, lest we be tempted to think ourselves overwhelmed by evil and violence. The signs of the
times, which include the yearning of human hearts in need of God’s saving presence, ought to
become signs of hope.

The first sign of hope should be the desire for peace in our world, which once more finds it-
self immersed in the tragedy of war. Heedless of the horrors of the past, humanity is confronting
yet another ordeal, as many peoples are prey to brutality and violence. What does the future
hold for those peoples, who have already endured so much? How is it possible that their des-
perate plea for help is not
motivating world leaders to resolve the numerous regional conflicts in view of their possible
consequences at the global level? Is it too much to dream that arms can fall silent and cease to
rain down destruction and death? May the Jubilee remind us that those who are peacemakers
will be called “children of God” (Mt 5:9). The need for peace challenges us all, and demands
that concrete steps be taken. May diplomacy be tireless in its commitment to seek, with cour-
age and creativity, every opportunity to
undertake negotiations aimed at a lasting peace.

Looking to the future with hope also entails having enthusiasm for life and a readiness to
share it. Sadly, in many situations this is lacking. A first effect of this is the loss of the desire to
transmit life. A number of countries are experiencing an alarming decline in the birthrate as a
result of today’s frenetic pace, fears about the future, the lack of job security and adequate so-
cial policies, and social models whose agenda is dictated by the quest for profit rather than con-
cern for relationships. In certain quarters, the tendency “to blame population growth, instead of
extreme and selective consumerism on the part of some, is one way of refusing to face the
[real] issues”.

Openness to life and responsible parenthood is the design that the Creator has implanted in
the hearts and bodies of men and women, a mission that the Lord has entrusted to spouses
and to their love. It is urgent that responsible legislation on the part of states be accompanied
by the firm support of communities of believers and the entire civil community in all its compo-
nents. For the desire of young people to give birth to new sons and daughters as a sign of the
fruitfulness of their love ensures a future for every society. This is a matter of hope: it is born of
hope and it generates hope.

Consequently, the Christian community should be at the forefront in pointing out the need for

a social covenant to support and foster hope, one that is inclusive and not ideological, working
for a future filled with the laughter of babies and children, in order to fill the empty cradles in so
many parts of our world. All of us, however, need to recover the joy of living, since men and
women, created in the image and likeness of God (cf. Gen 1:26), cannot rest content with get-
ting along one day at a time, settling for the here and now and seeking fulfilment in material re-
alities alone. This leads to a narrow individualism and the loss of hope; it gives rise to a sad-
ness that lodges in the heart and brings forth fruits of discontent and intolerance.




FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Mass Intentions

Saturday December 7
5:00 pm T Dick Reed, by wife Connie
T Joan Fuccillo, by Fuccillo family
Wellbeing of Connie Reed,
by Fuccillo family
Sunday December 8
8:30am T Dolores Hesse Fink, by Husband Jack
T Conor Griffith, by Sadera family
t Juana Esperanza Posada, by family
11:00am Living & Deceased of our Parish
6:00pm Wellbeing of Frank Krauser and Amy,
by Bill Loughran
Monday December 9 - Holy Day of Obligation
8:30 am T Grace and Murray Toomey
by Helene & ML Toomey
T Ossie Pierotti, by Pierotti family
Wellbeing of Jack Fink ,
by Bill Loughran
Tuesday December 10
8:30 am t Lizbeth Bormida, by Leonor Rosado
Wellbeing of Marcia Hogan,
by Barry Hogan
Wednesday December 11
8:30 am Wellbeing of Albett J. Mainellie,
by Jack Tavone
Wellbeing of Bill Fuccillo,
by Ann Marie Pierotti
Wellbeing of Don and Colleen,
by Bill Loughran
Thursday December 12
8:30amam Wellbeing of Doleen Borba,
by Joseph and Jennifer Borba
Wellbeing of Betsy, by Bill Loughran
Wellbeing of Marcia and Barry Hogan ,
Bill Loughran
Friday
December 13
8:30 am T Jane Abitabilo
Wellbeing of Mariana and Tony Millan,
by Marean Millan
Wellbeing of Bob and Gerry,
by Bill Loughran
Saturday December 14
5:00 pm Living & Deceased of our Parish
Sunday December 15
8:30 am T Conor Griffith, by Sadera family
by Martha Rodriguez
t Juana Esperanza Posada, by family
Wellbeing of Lawrence Biondi by AMP
11:00am t Linda Grable, by Janet Stokoe

T Alba Roldan, by Jorge Rave
Wellbeing of Nancy Adama by by Bill Loughran

Mary Lou Mann Suzanne Plum, Gail
REMEMBER THE SICK Mills, Don Loughran, Jr., Sandy
Rodrigues, John Harris, Stephen

Black, Alvaro Arevalo, Paul Ristow, Matt Keysers, Judy Flood,
Sister Frances Voss, 0.S.C., Rob Messerschmidt, Anne
McCormick, Patty Marma, Ray Wicklander, Kathy Mahoney,
Lila Ferzacca, Linda Spitzer, Blake-Leigh Riley, Melissa
Mirabile, Marge Mitchell, Rasoul Karimi, Jean Gorman, Linda
DeBold, Jay Hoover, Ed Kidd, Mary Beth Vogler, Joel Rivera,
Fred Zagone S.J. Anthony Cotilus.

December 8, 2024

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL
Thank you, to all of the Parishioners that
contributed to our food collection distribu-
tion . It was a great success.  Pat Burke

FAITH FORMATION / RCIA

OUR 6th SESSION WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER
11th at 6pm in the Parish Hall. Topic for this session will
be the “JESUS THE MESIAH, THE CHRIST AND THE SAV-
IOR”. All are welcome.

December 9th, is a Holy Day of Obligation

Immaculate Conception of Blessed Virgin Mary .
Our masses will be 8:30 am and 6 pm.

THE HOLY EUCHARIST
Conditions to receive the Eucharist
e Be a practicing Catholic and without mortal sin.
e Must confess mortal sins before receiving.
e Divorced who are single can receive.
e Those in a civil marriage or cohabitating cannot
receive until they either marry or have their
marriage convalidated in the church.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Eucharistic Adoration takes place in our
Chapel of the Divine Healer on Fridays
from after the 8:30 am Mass until 5:00 pm.
Please consider this opportunity to spend
some quiet time with the Lord In prayer.

The Christmas Gala “Fun Raiser” - Last Day to
purchase your ticket to our Gala. The Galais in
the St. Sebastian Parish Hall , 6:30 pm-11 pm.
December 13, 2024. DON'T MISS OUT!

THE SSCCW invites all parishioners

and friends to an afternoon of “REEL
JOY”, a Free Matinee double feature. “Charlie
Brown Christmas and White Christmas.” A Sing
Along with Bing Crosby and Danny Kay. Snhacks
will be available for a small charge. December 14
at 2pm here in the Parish Hall.

OFFERTORY COLLECTION

WEEKEND OF 12/307/24 -12/01/24

Last Week'’s Collection $ 4,902

Offertory Total YTD $ 75,554
Budget YTD $ 138,248
Shortfall YTD ($62,694)

N

PARISH EVENTS AND DATES L— >

Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/StsebastianFL




NEWS FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE OF MIAMI

December 8;: Second Sunday of Advent

ABCD

Let this Advent season be a time where we look beyond ourselves and share the blessings we have been given. To-
gether, we can help spread the light of Christ to those in need. ABCD provides a way for us to impact in the lives of
those in need throughout the Archdiocese. Together, we can make a difference www.isupportABCD.com.

Planned Giving

Consider making a planned gift through your will, trust, or other estate planning options. It’s a powerful way to ensure
the ongoing work of the Church while providing you with peace of mind knowing your legacy will live on. To learn
more please feel free to contact us today via email at kblanco@theadom.org or call us at 305-762-1053.

Stewardship

Advent is not only a time to await the birth of Jesus but also a time to prepare ourselves for the return of Christ. This
season calls us to a renewed commitment to stewardship, reminding us to offer our lives in service to God and neigh-
bor.

“And this is my prayer: that your love may increase ever more and more in knowledge and every kind of perception, to
discern what is of value...” (Philippians 1: 9-10)

BIBLE SHARING Come for coffee and Scripture sharing each Thursday in the Parish
Hall at 9:15am. Everyone is invited. You may also join us online by dialing
848-777-1212, when prompted put in 143143#. For more info call Mary at 954.290.1194.
We will be sharing from the Gospel of Luke with Mary Ann Leseke facilitating.

Your 2025 Parish Envelopes are at the main entrance, please pick
them up !''Thank you

COMEORT AND JOY CONCERT
NOVA SINGERS

Tuesday, December 10, 2024 at 7:30 pm.
All Performances $20 in advance. $25 on Concert Day.
Children under 12 and students with an ID are free.
For more information call 954.683.8866.

Scan for Tickets —>—




